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companied them with a divine power to 
their minds; and reqnested their publi- 
cation, for their own and others' advan- 
tage. With considerable reluctance I 
consented to api)ear thus in print; not 
from any disinclination to gratify them, 
nor that I considered the subject un- 
important ; but because V ic\\. \s.\\.e*i.-^ 



m 

I unable 



PHEPACE. " 

unable to do it justice. This objection 
was overruled by some, to whose judg- 
ment I am accustomed to pay deference, 
and I have ventured, with much trem- 
bling, to send them forth into the world 
in their present form ; hoping;, with my 
friends, that they may turn sinners from 
the power of Satan unto God. 

As the work was prepared principally 
for the use of my own people, they will, 
I trust, receive it as a testimony of my 
wann attachment to their best interests, 
and of my growing desire that they, like 
the primitive disciples, may continually 
walk "in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost." My 
pastoral labours among them arc now 
ijuspended, and I cannot publicly incul- 
cate the important truths of which it 
treats ; but it will comfort me in my 
affliction if this, as my representative, 
guides, advises, and consoles them in 
happy and holy walking. 



PREFACE. 

To literary fame I do not aspire ; nse- 
falness alone I covet. I am persuaded 
that wise and good men will discover 
many imperfections in the work ; but if 
the Lord glorifies himself through tliis 
feeble eifort, by introducing sinners to 
his acquaintance, and by leading babes 
in grace to press after higher attain- 
ments in the divine life, and professors 
of the gospel to walk more consistently 
^ith their higli and holy calling ; — what 
becomes of my name will be of small 
importance. 

J. Sherman 

CLirxoN, Octr. 2Qlh, 1826. 



CONTENTS. 



PAGE 

CHAPTER I. 9 

CHAPTER II. 

ON THE NATURE OF ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD • . 16 

CHAPTER III. 

ON THE ESSENTIAL MEANS OF ACQUAINTANCE WIHH 

GOD • 22 

CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE SUBORDINATE MEANS OF ACQUAINTANCE 
WITH GOD 69 

CHAPTER V. 

THE BEST SEASON FOR COMMENCING ACQUAINTANCE 
WITH GOD 108 

CHAPTER VI. 

ON THE ADVANTAGES OF ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOp 133 




CHAPTER I. 



"Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at 
peace, thereby good shall come unto thee," was 
advice worthy of Elipbaz, and suited to Job, 
under any circumstances, though it is evident 
lie misunderstood his case. !n the previous 
verses he had accused him of great guilt : " Is 
not thy wickedness great, and thine iniquities 
infinite ? For thou hast taken a pled^ from 
thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked 
of their clothing. Therefore snares are round 
about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee ;'* 
thus supposing the whole of his trials to be the 
reward of impiety. Now although he was 
mistaken in Job, the advice is ada^^ed. \n <ai& 
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character he supposed him to be. If you 
are a wicked man, whose life, like that 
of the pagan Romans, has been employed in 
adding iniquity to iniquity, and thereby trea- 
suring up to yourself wrath against the day of 
wrath; or if at this moment you should be 
suffering, in your body and estate, the wages 
of sin, in pains, and poverty, and privations; 
be it known unto you, that to you is the word 
of this salvation sent. It points you to an 
object infinitely worthy of your highest love, 
to the only remedy for your fallen condition ; 
^nd promises you that tranquillity of mind, and 
satisfying felicity, you have in vain sought in 
the world. Ck>uld we persuade you to make 
trial of this remedy, as you have done, unso- 
licited, of the lying vanities which have reduced 
you to your present lamentable state, you would 
find that it is a catholicon of inestimable worth, 
and promises no more than it actually bestows 
on all who attend to its directicms. 
' The apostle declares of wicked men, that they 
do not 'Mike to retain God in their know- 
ledge." A few thoughts of him will occasion- 



ally force their way into the mind, but they do 
not like to retain them. They consider them 
at best but intruders, unwelcome guests ; and 
they are glad when they depart, and the door 
of the heart is once more closed against them. 
And oh ! it is sadly to be regretted that many 
whq profess his name, though they like to 
retain him in their thoughts, yet are so much 
engrossed with the world and worldly things, 
that they are almost strangers to that constant 
heavenly communion it is their happy privilege 
and bounden duty to enjoy. It is not merely 
therefore to the wicked man, whose heart is in 
the world and tlie world in his heart, that this 
exhortation is addressed ; but to the beloved 
children of God, to the blood-bought sons of 
his own family, to those who have already 
begun to walk with God. It is adapted to 
encourage and stimulate them to press forward 
to the attainment of that object for which they 
have been apprehended of Christ J( sus, by giv 
ing the strongest possible pledge tliat, through 
the favour he bears unto his people, they shall 
see the good of his chosen, rejoice in tb-e. ^JaJ 
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fiess of his nation, and glory witli bis inherit- 
ance. The fool hath said in his heart, ** There 
is no God :'* or, as it would more properly read, 
by leavmg out the supplementary words in 
italics, " No God.** Not that he disbelieves the 
existence of €rod, but would fain persuade him- 
self he is not the God the bible represents him 
to be ; he thinks hm\ altogether such an one 
as himself, and wishes that he did not exist. 
And is not this title almost as appropriate to 
us, who not only acknowledge there is a God, 
but have the uBspeakab!e felicity to call him 
mir God ; and know that his presence consti- 
tutes the highest Uiss^ yet are in too great a 
measure indifferent to his society, and can only 
admit this supreme and condescending Lord as 
an occasional visitor? If Jesus said to the dis« 
eiples, " O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spc^en,*^ how much 
more may he now apply this epithet to us, who, 
in the full blaze of gospel light, with the whole 
cancm of scripture complete, with the exceed- 
ing great and precious promises of spiritual 
wealth and happiness, and with our experience 
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of the great rewards he has bestowed upon ub 
in keeping his commandments, yet disbelieve 
or neglect the blessedness of his society? 

The advice is applicable especially to those 
who are beginning to hesitate whether they are 
not sacrificing too much for Christ, and whe- 
ther they may not unite the pleasurable follies 
and maxims of the world with decision on the 
Lord's side ; who have alreidy gone some few 
steps backward ; who do not feci that heavenly 
relish for divine things which engaged their 
souls some few months since ; who see less 
strongly the necessity of cleaving to the Lord 
with full purpose of heart, of diligfint persever- 
ance in his ways, and unreserved devotedness 
to him, as their Lord, their life, their all. This 
should be considered as an exhortation from 
the Upa of him from whom they have revolted, 
to bring them back again to the original foun- 
Imn of their bliss, their first husband ; to 
revive their first love to him, by watering its 
withered roots with his own ; and to convey an 
assurance that, to whatever soiirces they may 
go, for spiritual delights, tho.ir deliic.t*.W« 
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things will not profit^ since tke supreme good 
they seek is found only in perf>etual friendship 
with the Lord of life and glory. 

The design of the following treatise is to stir 
up your hearty dear reader^ to remember this 
much neglected^ because too little prized privi- 
lege, and to bring down a present portion of 
that heaven into your 'spirit, wluch you hope 
finally to ^vjoy. Ask of God to bless it for this 
purpose. Before y<m read one page m<^e, en- 
treat that unction ftom above, by which you 
may understand the things which shall make 
for your peace. He can bless this feeble eikxt 
to remove the clouds from your mind, to dis- 
covw how he loves you, and will bless you, that 
you may rejoice before him all the days of 
your life* 

The following chapters w31 explain to you the 
nature of that aoquabtance which is urged 
upon you ; the means by which it may be at- 
tained; the best season fen commencing it; 
and the advantages you will gain by it. And 
oh I may that blessed and holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, put energy into these word«; 



ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 15 

shed a divine light on your understanding to 
receive them; and so direct your heart by them 
to the love of God in Christ Jesus, that you, 
like Abraham, may henceforth be called ^' the 
friend of God," and reckon yourself dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto him through Jesus 
Christ oar LoixL 



CHAPTER II. 

ON THE NATURE OF ACQUAINTANCE WITH 

GOD. 

The word Acquaintance signifies, not a mere 
knowledge of a person's face, as by seeing him 
occasionally pass, or meeting him as a stranger 
at a friend's house, but that intimacy which 
subsists between one friend and another. The 
term is used in scripture to express the famili- 
arity of friendship: " thou, a man, mine equal, 
my guide, mine acquaintance; we took sweet 
counsel together, and walked to the house of 
God in company." And though sometimes 
used for the distant relations of a family, it 
universally implies persons of whom we know 
more than of men in general, and with whom 
we have more habitual converse. Thus David, 
in the psalm he composed for the regulation of 
his conduct to his household, declares, '' I will 
not ^nou; a wicked person;" I will not acquaint 
myself with them, they shall not be servants to 
' ny commands, nor frien(^ 'm yrhom to 
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lodge the secrets of my heart: "mine eyes 
shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they 
may dwell with me; he that walketh in a per- 
fect way, he shall serve me." A cold specula- 
tive knowledge of Christ may give us some idea 
of his character, and some perception of his 
his works; but it leaves the mind uninflu- 
enced, unexcited to heavenly things, without 
an impulse to love, serve, and enjoy him. Sa- 
tan knows him weD; but hates him the more, 
because he knows his power, his omniscience, 
and his dignity. He believes, and trembles. 
Nor is it an uncommon thing to 8ee persons, 
whose education, as far as we can judge of it, 
has been perfectly consistent, whose parents 
have taken delight to train them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, whose 
knowledge of the gospel is extensive and cor- 
rect, who nevertheless live, in open rebellion 
against their conscieneea, or in entire indiffer- 
ence to fellowship with the Father, and with 
his Son. They study his character in the gos- 
pel, as many study a science, not for any 
practical purpose, but because it forms fis*- 
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of their education, which would be incom- 
plete without it. It is of no farther use to 
them, than to enable them to combat its oppo- 
nents, or to feed the vanity and pride of their 
hearts. 

But how different are the feelings of those, 
who are engaged in acquainting themselves with 
a subject from which their future support is to 
be derived, or many of their earthly pleasures ! 
How eagerly do they lay hold of any book 
which bestows information ! How do they de- 
light in the society of men of learning in that 
branch of knowledge! What days and nights 
do they spend in toil, what sacrifices do they 
make, what ardour do they experience! And 
the text urges to an acquaintance with God 
which springs from, love; which will tend to 
valuable practical results; which will afford im- 
speakable delight, and give great glory to his 
name; — an acquaintance which is to be sought 
with diligence and fervour, as that in which the 
very life and well-being, the present and eternal 
happiness of the soul> consists. 

The object of this acquaintance, is the ever 



blessed God; with whom no science, or crea- 
ture of the most beautiful form, or heavenly 
endowments, is worthy of comparison. It per- 
tains to the highest dignity of our nature, to 
know our great Original, from whom we derived 
our all, and it must be a part of our highest 
happiness to serve and adore him. He has 
given us capacities and desires which nothing 
can satisfy but himself. Creation, with all the 
variety of its objects, cannot do this; riches, 
honours, friends, comforts, pleasures, content 
not the mind. They leave a void, and contain 
an alloy, which, in their highest enjoyment, 
generates dissatisfaction. They were intended 
only as guides to lead us to God. There is a 
supreme good wanting, a fountain of eternal 
excellency, from which the soul may be ever 
drawing without fear; solacing itself in purity, 
love, light, truth, the elements of its prime- 
val happiness, to which it must return before 
bliss will return to it. And where is this 
supreme good to be found, but in the infinite 
fulness, and unsullied glory, of the Almighty 
God? An aotjuaintance with such an oti^ts*- 
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is worthy of the highest intellect and the most 
'splendid gifts. Reason may here find its legi* 
timate employm^it in contemplating and ador- 
ing his perfections. God, revealing his glories 
in the person of Christ, is sufficient for the soul's 
eternal entertainment. Love may spend itsdf 
here without fear of excess, or evil consequen- 
ces. He will nev^ deceive us; our lore shall 
be returned to us in full measure, pressed down, 
and running over. Pleasure, uniKterable plea* 
sure, may be had in God, our exceedmg joy* 
All prospects of del^ht, and fountams of life, 
sfMring up in him. The nv<$r of his j^easures 
continually flows to hi^ children; the banquet 
of his love is always s^Hread; die wdcome 
always the same; himself always presaoit; and 
in his presence there is fulness of joy, at his 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 
'< Therefore thus saith the Lord, Let not the rich 
man glory in his riches, let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdc»n, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might; but let him that gloiieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth and know« 
eth me, that I am the hotit which exercise lov-^ 
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bg-kindneB3, Jud^cnt, and righteousness, in 
the earth, for in these things do I delight, saith 
the lord." Who then would not be honoured by 
Buch intimacy? How far, how very far, are we 
from such a life ; and how little energy ia put 
forth for its attainment) Is there not a lament- 
able disposition in our hearts to put off that 
best of friends, and sweetest of society, with a 
very slight acquaintance; and to understand 
the benefit of heavenly, spiritual communion, 
more by the lives of eminently holy men, than 
by our own experience? And certainly the 
fault is not in him. He has prepared a heaven 
on earth for us, if we will enjoy it; a river 
that shall always make glad the inhabitants of 
the city of God, if we are not too sensual to 
drink of its exhilarating waters. Come then, 
my beloved, awake to righteousness, and sin 
not. Let the time past suffice, wherein you 
have wrought the will of Satan. Stir up your 
hearts to a consideration of those means by 
which this acquaintance may be commenced, 
or promoted; and the God of peace shall be 
with you. 



CHAPTER III. 

ON THE ESSENTIAL MEANS OF ACQUAINT- 
ANCE WITH GOD. 

Before you proceed to any subordinate me- 
thods of establishing this acquaintance, there 
are two fundamental truths which must be fast 
lodged in your mind, and continually remem- 
bered. 

The first is this, 

"That acquaintance with god must 

BE COMMENCED AND CARRIED ON THROUGH 
THE MEDIATION OF CHRIST.** 

Your acquaintance is to be with God in Christ* 
It is true that in the works of creation, his 
existence and glory are manifested, and some 
acquaintance may be gained through them. His 
invisible power and Gfodhead are so clearly re- 
flected from the works which he has made, and 
visible in them, that his eternal and underived ez- 
jstence, his omnipotence, and other perfectionS| 
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must be known from the beauty, excellency, 
variety, and immensity of his creatures, by all 
intelligent beings; except as their minds are 
debased and alienated from him by sin. "For 
that which may be known of God is manifest 
in them; for God hath shewed it unto them 
For the invisible things of him from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead." But all the know- 
ledge we can ever attain of God's perfections, 
works, or glory, which will tend to our salva- 
tion, is through Christ. You will be fully con- 
vinced on this subject, if you read tlio following 
passages: "No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared him. — If ye had 
known me, ye should have known my Father 
also; and from hencefortli ye know him, and 
have seen him. Philip saith unto him. Lord, 
shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus 
saith unto him. Have 1 been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known n\e , VWo.-sj'- 
He that hath seen me, haftv eec^x fee "S-aSsv^^ 
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and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me? — For in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily." 

In him all his perfections most illustriously 
^ine. ** The love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. That he might i^ew the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in his kindness to- 
wards us, through Christ Jesus. — "Hie exceed- 
ing greatness of his power, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which he wrought 
in Christ, when he raised him from the dead. 
To give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of Gody in the face of Jesus Christ" 

There is an intimate and indissoluble union 
between the Father and the Son* ^^Thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee." We cannot 
know, love, hate, or serve, the one, without the 
same dispositions towards the otlier. ''Our 
fellowship is widi the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ He that faateth me, hateth my 
Father also. Hiat all men should honour the 
'^ they honour the Father, {fye 
^ jeaboiild have known my Father 
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also. The knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
Christ our Lord." If we love Christ, the Father 
loves us, and will make his abode with us; if 
we despise Christ, we despise him that sent him, 
and shall be lightly esteemed by him. 

If therefore we are seeking; an acquaintance 
with God, this truth must be acted upon, that 
JesuB Christ is God's established medium of 
communication with us. No audience of the 
Majesty of heaven can be obtained, but through 
him. "1 am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
And the reason is this : Sin was, and is still, a 
mighty obstacle to acquaintance with God. 
lliis broke the friendship, and placed man at 
enmity with God. And therefore he says to 
you this day. The fault is not in me : I never 
sent you away from my presence, with a "get 
thee hence," but "your iniquities have sepa- 
rated between you and your God, and your sins 
have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear." Now till sin is renounced, and reconcilia- 
tion effected, no friendship can exist. And this 
OiUBt be done on the mosl VowiM.MJtift xavojsu 
c2 
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Hie claims of justice must not be sacrificed at 
the shrine of mercy. God must be just while 
merciful^ equitable while compassionate. His 
honour will not allow him to befriend the sin-^ 
ner, without receiving satisfaction for his 
offences. 

With what rapture should we contemfdate 
the fact, that he has devised a scheme whereby 
all this has been effected! He has laid help 
upon one that is mighty. He has exalted one 
chosen out of the people^ his elect, in whom 
his soul delighteth. Now he, as the covenant 
head of the church, loved it, became its surety, 
and gave himself for it, that he might re* 
deem it from all iniquity. The Father trans- 
ferred its guilt to him, and ^'made him, who 
knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him;*' 
and thus reconciled us to himself, by Jesus 
Christ. 

There is therefore no way of commencing this 

acquaintance, but by the cross of Christ. 

Vows, and penances, and promises of amend- 

oot sufficient. Satisfaction to divine 
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justice, and cordiality to the sinner, meet only 
in the cioas. They blend their rap, as the 
colours of the rainbow, and form a halo of glory 
round that celestial spot. The croaa is the 
centre of all God's purposes of mercy to 
fallen man, around which they shine with so 
resjJendeut a lustre, that they eclipse all other 
systenkS intended to lighten man into the secret 
{dace of the Almighty. If you therefore sin- 
cerely desire to be a friend of God, aud to live 
habitually in hia favour, Christ's atonement 
Biuat be the basis upon which your hopes are 
raised. He causes all his love to settle on his 
Son, and your's must fix on him also. He is 
well pleased with the work of his Son, and you 
must be satisfied in it also. Ho has depended 
on the pledge of his Son, and he will have yon 
depend on it also; for "him hath Ac set forth 
for a ipropitiation, through faith in his hlood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God ; to declare, 1 say, at this time his right- 
eousness, that he might be just, and the justi- 
fier of him thai belleveth in Jesn^r Vie. \»s. 
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set him forth as the brazen serpent was ex- 
hibited by Moses, that you might behold his 
virtues, and, looking on him, live. 

Disdain not this method of love. Any thing 
put in competition with him will be rumous to 
your soul. He cannot allow the most splendid 
sacrifices to compensate for faith in his Son. 
^'This is his commandment, that we should ber 
lieve on the name of his son Jesus Christ;" the 
first and great commandment of the gospel> 
which indeed includes every other. To observe 
any other while this is despised, is but to offer 
an insult to his wisdom and authority. Cer- 
tainly we should not account that tnan our 
friend, or wish him to be familiar with us, who, 
in spite of all instituted decorum and our re- 
peated entreaties, scaled our wall and climbed 
in at the window, rather than enter in by the 
door. And what is your conduct, but a neg- 
lect of Christ, the door by which all who are 
received into our Father's house as his children 
must enter in;- while you, like a thief and a 
robber, climb up some other way? How can 
yon hope for the friendship of God, upon prin- 
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ciples so opposite to his revealed wiU? Be not 
deceived, either by the delusions of Satan, the 
antiscriptural opinions of false teachers, or the 
pride of your own hearts. God will not be 
mocked. " He diat believeth on the Son of 
God hath hfe ; and he that believeth not on 
the Son Bhall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him." Tliis is his command, 
O beloved, and this is his promise : " Believe 
an the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house." 

This little work may now be in the hands of 
one who still thinks that something must be 
added to the perfect work of Jesus; that some- 
thing recommendatory in him is essential to 
this blessed acquaintance. Is this your condi- 
tion, beloved reader? Do you ask in since- 
rity, " Wherewith Khali I come before the 
Lord, and bow myself before tlie high God ?" 
What can I bring to commend myself to his 
notice ? " Shall I come before him with burnt- 
offerings, with calves of a year old ? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or 
with ten thousands of ti\evs o^ wX"*, ?iwi^X 
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^ve my first-born for my transgression^ the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 
God shall give you an answer of peace ; for 
" if any man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine whether it be of God." " He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee? but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and tx) walk humbly 
with thy God." He has required satisfaction 
for thy offences of another, even Jesus, his 
dear Son; and he gave it, and that work is for 
ever finished. Of it he has testified his appro- 
bation in raising him from the dead, and set- 
ting him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places. There is therefore now no more sacri- 
fice for sins. He does not ask any propitiation 
of you. All the wonderful and gracious work 
of constituting a sinner righteous in his sight, 
belongs to God, and to God alone. Let me call 
your attention to that full description which 
the apostle gives of the nature of the righte- 
ousness required, and the manner in which you 
are to possess it. "Now the righteousness of 
God ndthout the law is manifested, beii^ wit- 
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neseed by the law and the prophets ; even the 
righteousness of God wliich is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe; 
for there is no difference-" The righteousness 
in which you must come before him is empha- 
tically styled, "the Righteousness of God." 
"It is Ged that justifieth." This righteousness 
accomplished by the death of his dear Son was 
devised by him for his own honour. It is per- 
fect and everlasting. It sprung from the over- 
flowing fulness of his marvellous grace, and to 
the eternal glory of that grace it shall redound. 
" Without the law:" it is wholly evangelical in 
its character, and perfectly distinct from a legal 
righteousness, in which many boast and. put 
their trust. It admits not of any additional excel- 
lency from man ; not even of faith, repentance, 
or good works of any kind. These are fruits 
arising from a justified state, but not the cause 
of our justification before God ; for faith and 
repentance are as much the gifts of God as 
justification itself. " Moses describeth the righ- 
teousness, which is of the law, that the man 
which doeth these things slnaW XvitV^ fesia- 
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But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh 
on this wise: Say not in thine hearty Who shall 
ascend into heaven ? (that is, to bring Christ 
down from above:) Or, who shall descend into 
the deep ? (that is, to bring up Christ again 
from the dead*)" No; there is no necessity for 
Christ's appearing again to introduce another 
righteousness : the work is already done. He 
^'brought in an evedasting righteoumess/' It 
cannot be rendered mote complete by any man 
or angel ; and ^ therefore by the deeds of the 
law, there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight." "Is manifested:" the gospel brings it 
into open day-light, and exhibits it as its prin-F 
cipal subject and glory. " I am not ashamed 
(said Paul) of the gospel of Christ : for it is 
the po¥rer of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth ; for therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith." Do you 
ask for what purpose the goi^l is sent? it i» 
to manifest the righteousness of God to justify 
sinners; it is to set before you the way of life 
by which you may enter into his presence with 
g-Jadnesa. "Being witnessed by the law and 
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the prophets :" the ceremonial law wos a con- 
stant witnesB to the Jews of their need of a 
better righteousness than their own. The blood 
of their victims was but a type of the blood of 
the Lamb of God which taketh away llie sins of 
the world. And to him give all the prophets 
witness, that in the Lord shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified. Tliey all directly or indi- 
rectly bear testimony to the necessity, certainty, 
excellency, and glory, of the righteousness of 
God. " By failh of Jesus Christ:" faith is the 
great instrument by which it is made ours; it 
discovers its suitableness, and owns its excei- 
lency. The believer apprehends and receives 
it, renounces his own righteousness, and sub- 
mits cheerfully to that of God, For the righ- 
teousness of faith saith, " That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 
"Unto all, and upon ail them that believe; 
for there is no difference ;" — what delightful 
tidings! " We are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." 



34 ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 

You need not bring any price in your hand, it 
is enough if you believingly apply for it, it is 
enough if you renounce every other, and fix 
all your dependence here. Yes; whatever you 
have been, whether a profligate sinner or ami- 
able as Nathaniel; whether in the prime of 
manhood or in the decline of age; whether 
exalted as Pilate or condemned as the thief, — 
this righteousness is unto all and upon all them 
that believe : It is " unto all" judicially im- 
puted and placed to their account; '^upon air 
as a robe of righteousness, and a garment 
of salvation, ornamenting them with spotless 
purity. God makes no difference here between 
the prince and the beggar. The rich shall 
bring no more, and the poor must bring no 
less, when they make an atonement to Clod 
for their souls. 

This, beloved, is God's method for you to ap- 
proach him. And what does he require of 
you but to acquiesce in the plan of his own 
divine equity; to offer him no less sacrifice 
than the glory of his perfections demand, a 
sacrifice equal to the demerit of sin ; to em- 
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brace the free and unmerited terms of the gos- 
pel, " where mercy and truth meet together, 
righteousness and peace kiss each other ;" to 
love them as the prisoner would love the 
tidings of pardon, as the slave would welcome 
the news of liberty, as tlie blind receive their 
sight; to accept this righteousness as a free 
gift, prize it as a suitable remedy, and be 
thankful to the Author for the blessings it im- 
parts. T!\i3,'thia is all he requires of yon, O 
man. And do not these terms well suit one 
so poor, and so guilty, and so unworthy, as 
you? Can any plan you have ever conceived 
be so well adapted to your state? O what 
news is this for a poor trembling sinner ! " Ye 
who were afar off are now made nigh by the 
blood of Christ." This rends the vail of separa- 
tion, and opens a free passage into the audience- 
chamber of the ever blessed God. This tums 
the judge into a friend, the avenger into a pro- 
tector. " Having therefore, brethren, boldness 
to eater into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way, which he hath con- 
secrated for us, though the veil, \kv4.'i. "\a Vi '4's^ 
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his flesh, and having an high-priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water/' 

Plutarch tells us, that when Themistocles 
fled from the malice of his countrymen, he 
sought protection of king AdmeUis; but as 
bis name, by his former conduct, was hateful 
to the king, he could expect only banishment 
or destruction by such a proceeding. He there- 
fore resolved on this expedient: as he passed 
to the throne, he saw the king's son, a beauti- 
ful child, whom he immediately took up in his 
arms, kneeled at his feet, presented himself 
with the child to the king, and pleaded for 
his life in the name of the king's son. Tliie 
king was so affected with his plea, that he 
immediately received him into his friendship, 
and secured him from threatened destruction 
I will not insist upon ^e correctness of the 
analogy; as in this case personal resentment 
:ified and disarmed by parental fond- 
it Ood loved the criminal, and gave 
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his Son. His wrath is judicial, and is re- 
moved, not by fondness, but by atonement. 
Yet if yon would be acquainted wilh God, 
imitate Themistoclea. Take the King's Son in 
the arms of your faith to the footstool of his 
mercy. Plead his mediation and perfect righ- 
teousness, and the King of heaven will say to 
you, as Laban said to Abraham's servant, but 
with more afTection and stability, " Come in, 
thou blessed of the Lord ; wherefore standest 
thou without ?" 

Now if this acquaintance has been com- 
menced, nothing can maintain it but a con- 
stant remembrance of, and dependence upon, 
the finished work of Jesus Christ. Sin often 
breeds a sad estrangement from God, in the 
minds even of his people. Wherever it is 
indulged, or excused, or allowed ia the smallest 
degree, there will be a disinclination to his pre- 
sence and society, a listlessneas in duty, a 
carelessness in prayer, a want of appetite for 
ordinances. Many charge these things upon 
SataD, as the effect only of his temptations, 
and so sometimes they are ; but itioi:?. tt^- 
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quently they are the results of some siecret 
iniquity, not repented of, and not forsaken. A 
little time allowed for self-examination would 
discover to us, in most cases, that the cause is 
nearer home« Conscience would remind us of 
some thoughts, or words, or actions, inconsis* 
tent with our high character as sons of God, 
and with the large professions of love and gra- 
titude we have made to his name. And God, 
therefore, very justly, hides his face when we 
do come ; he will not vouchsafe us the gra- 
cious tokens of his favour we have formerly 
experienced; he calls for a cloud to daricen 
our palii; bids us walk for a season in the vale 
of tears ; and determines to go, and return to 
his place, tfll we acknowledge our offences, and 
seek his favour. 

What then should be our conduct under 
such circumstances 1 Surely not to leave off 
visiting his throne, as if we were offended with 
him; nor to sink in despondency, and give up 
our return as hopeless. This is but to add iniquity 
to iniquity, and misery to misery. He shall tell 
j'ou what to do. "Go, and proclaim these 
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words toward the north, and say, Retilm, thou 
backsliding Israel, saith the Lord, and 1 will 
not cause mine anger to fall upon you ; for I 
am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not 
keep anger for ever ; only acknowledge thine 
iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against 
the Lord thy God." And to whom can you 
go, beloved, but unto him? He has the words 
of eteroal life. You have no other refug« than 
that which first secured you from the stono; 
no other blood to wash away guilt, than that 
which first cleansetl your polluted soul. You 
muEt again come hither, as you first came, a 
poor guilty offender, and cast yourself upon the 
boundless mercy of God through Jesus Christ; 
'• for the Lord also will be a refuge fbr the op- 
pressed, a refuge in times of trouble, and they 
diat know thy name will put their trust in thee, 
for thou. Lord, haat not forsaken them that 
seek thee." John tells us the object of hia 
epistle was to prevent believers from sinning ; 
but if any man did transgress, " we have (says 
he) an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous ; and he is the pvoi^itia.^.v.'ia fe^ 
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our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins 
of the whole world.** O ! there is nothing cal- 
culated to make us fly from sin, or mourn over 
departure from God, or glow with holy zeal for 
his service, and love to his presence, like that 
sweet thought, that when we were as sheep going 
astray, turning every one to his own way, the 
Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all; 
that it pleased the Lord to bruise him, to put 
him to grief, to make his soul an ofiering for 
sin ; that he himself bore our sins, in his own 
body, on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, 
should live imto righteousness. One beam of 
divine love, darting into the heart of a back- 
slider, will more effectually melt it than all the 
flames of Sinai. 

Law and terrors do bat hardeD, 

All the while thej work alone ; 
Bat a sense of blood-boaght pardon 

Soon dissolves a heart of stone. 

And the atoning work of Jesus must be re- 
membered, not only to renew our acquaintance, 
but to continue it to the end. If we would be 



the friends of God, we must set the Lord 
ilwaya before us, as our high example of de- 
votedneas to his Father ; we must see him as 
crucified amongst us, as having put away aiit 
by the sacrifice of himself; we must consider 
the apostle and high-priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus, having entered once into the holy 
place, there to appear in the presence of God 
for us. We must consider him as enduring the 
contradiction of sinners against himself, iest 
we be wearied and faint in our minds. We 
must see him ascending up on high, and lead- 
ing captivity captive, and receiving gifts for 
men, and enrich ourselves with his splendid 
^fts, which, like a triumphant conqueror, he 
so freely scatters among his followers. We 
must see him ever living to make intercession 
for us. We must look for, and hasten unto, 
the coming of our lard Jesus Christ to judg- 
ment ; who shall change our vile bodies, that 
they may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, when we shall be caught up by angels 
to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall ever 
he with the Lord. This spiritual kwQ'wWA'^^ 'i^ 
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Christ is the key to open the intercourse of 
heaven, and shut us. into the presence of God, 
As the love of Christ dwells in us, so will our 
acquaintance be firm and perpetual. The apos- 
tle felt no constraining influence equal to this, 
and therefore bowed his knees daily unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the Ephe- 
sians, that they might '^ comprehend, with all 
saints, what is the breadth and length and 
depth and height, and know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that they might be 
filled with all the fulness of God.*' And his 
prayer for others corresponded with his own 
practice. He fed his altar with God's fire, and 
the flame never went out. His thoughts made 
Christ their centre, and his atonement the 
comfort which delighted his soul. Christ's 
death was his life ; Christ's cross his crown ; 
Christ's righteousness his glory; Christ's ho- 
nour his aim. Hear him tell you how the life 
of acquaintance was perpetuatdQ : " I am cru- 
cified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of 



the Son of God, who loved me, and gave hinttH 
self for me." 

Would you, beloved, be intimate with God 
Make Christ your alpha and omega. Encott- 
rage your hearts with repeated recollectionn.'' 
that you are chosen in him, bles 
justified in him. Let this be your daily motio 
for perseverance in this heavenly friendship ; 
" Seeing we have a great high priest, which is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession : for we have 
not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, hut was in 
all points tempted, like as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need." 

The second great truth to he especially reM 
membered is, that j 

AC«irAI?JTANCE WITH GOD REQUIRES THE 
INFLUENCES OF THE IIOLV SPIRIT. 

Sin breeds a distaste in the mind for the spi- 
ritual delights, which spring from the knoyiled.'^ 
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of God. A sinner is as averse to acquaint- 
ance with God, as God is opposed to him. His' 
ways, pursuits, and thoughts, are all directly 
contrary to God*s, and the language of every 
action is, " Depart from me, for I desire not a 
knowledge of thy ways." Else why are not 
his most reasonable commands delighted in ? 
especially since man*s happiness is inseparable 
from obedience to his precepts. The sinner 
beholds him as inexorably just, and ready to 
punish ; and therefore can no more delight in his 
presence, than the guilty prisoner in that of his 
judge. He is so blinded to all his glorious per- 
fections, that he can see no excellency worth 
enjoying. All his visits to his throne are mere 
drudgery, the effect of habit, or education, or 
slavish fear ; and therefore, to this delightful 
spot, the theatre or card-table, household affairs 
or city business, the cofifee-room or the walk of 
pleasure, are infinitely preferred. So estranged 
is th^ heart from himself, that nothing can 
bring it back again but his own divine influ- 
ence. The restoring of a lost sheep is the 
work of ^e shepherd ; he must seek it, find it, 
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Mid place it in the fold, or it will wander still 
farther from home. Even afflictions, and judg- 
ments of the severest class, are insufficient to 
remedy this evil. The situation of Israel nation- 
ally was most afflicting. " Ah ! sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil- 
doers, children that are corrupters : they have 
forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the holy 
one of Israel unto anger, they are gone away 
backward." And yet the prophet was bo con- 
fident that nothing but the grace of God could 
accomplish their reformation and renovation, 
that he exclaims, " Why should ye be stricken 
any more? Ye will revolt more and more." 
The cup of bitterness is never the cup of salva- 
tion, if the water of life be not the principal 
ingredient. Volcanoes have poured forth their 
liquid fire, and devastated whole towns and 
neighbourhoods; the earth has opened her 
mouth, and swallowed up thousandB; rivers 
have overflowed their banks, and swept away 
the property and lives of men ; afflictions, he- 
s, and troubles, like wave after wave, 
e visited families where God is not loved. 



• 
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and yet the inhabitants do not learn righte* 
ousnesSy they will not seek the Lord and his 
strength, even his face for evermore. O ! there 
is nothing but a divine power, that can bring a 
soul to love, serve, and enjoy Grod. Hence you 
may account for the failure of so many of your 
vows and good resolutions. Does not the re* 
coUection of promises made in former trou- 
ble and affliction, sometimes force a sigh and 
a tear ? Then you said, If the Lord raise me 
from this bed, my life shall henceforth be his. 
If he will graciously deliver me from this trou- 
ble, I will lead a different life : his ways, his 
house, his service, shall be my delight. But 
the strength you received by that deliverance 
has been employed in a course of iniquity; 
your resolutions fled with your trouble, and 
return only as spectres to alarm you. Learn, 
then, this fundamental truth, the first principle 
of the doctrine -of Christ: Through Christ we 
have access by the Spirit unto the Father. 

The', carnal mind, under whatever circum- 
stances it be found, of polished life or savage 
barbarism, is enmity against God; it is not 
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subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. The natural man, whether wise as Solo- 
mon, or ignorant as a heathen, diacerneth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him. The blind may as easily 
discern the spots in the sun, as you discover 
the glory of God in Christ, without divine illu- 
mination. It must be revealed unto you by his 
Spirit. God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, must shine into your 
hearts, to give you the light of the knowledge 
of his glory, in the face of Jesus Christ. By 
this light you will see yourself in your true cha- 
racter; and then your enlightened understand- 
ing will discover Jesus, in his person and 
as an all-sufhcient Saviour; together witli th^ 
suitableness, excellency, sufficiency, and > 
liority, of the things that are el«raal, in com" 
pariaon with the things which are terapc 
however precious in your estimation. Youid 
judgment is already convinced that alio 
is vanity ; that every thing perishes wi 
using ; that there is not enough in i 
gaieties, fascinations, and pleasures of this lifi 
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to make an immortal mind happy ; and yet your 
affections cleave to them, as if your bliss de~ 
pended entirely on their use. What but a 
divine influence can unrivet the fast hold they 
have taken of the things of the earth, and im* 
moveably set them on things above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God ; can 
make you choose rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season ; can help you to say to the 
followers of the despised Nazarene, I will go 
with you, for I have heard that God is with 
you ; deliberately to prefer the things you now 
despise, associate with the people you now ab- 
hor, and walk in the ways you now avoid? 
Yes, you must be bom from above, created 
anew in Christ Jesus unto good works, or you 
cannot walk in them. Beloved, the object of 
this good work is to restore God's moral ims^, 
which is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness ; for as we must not appear but in the 
royal robe of the Redeemer's righteousness, the 
garment of our elder brother, so neither without 
our ornaments, even that of a meek and quiet 
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spirit, which in the sight of God is of great 
price; a broken and a contrite heart, a sacrifice 
which he will not despise ; the fruits of the Spirit, 
which are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, 
against which he has no law. A man is but 
as a whited sepulchre, till this inward renova- 
tion is effected, however moral his conducB, or 
unblameable before men his character. No 
honours, or riches, or talents, or alms, can sup- 
ply the deficiency of these heavenly graces. 
Nicodemua was a person with whom few could 
vie, in the integrity of his principles, the esteem 
of his character, and the amiableness of his de- 
portment ; and yet the very first lesson the 
Saviour taught him was, " Except a man be 
born again, he caimot see the kingdom of God. 
Marvel not dial I said unto thee, ye must be 
born again." 

Beloved, " two cannot walk together except 
they be agreed." Then how unfit are you for 
acquaintance with God ! " What fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? And what 
communion hath light with darkness '^ 
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what concord hath Christ with Belial ?" Your 
body is not the temple of the living God ; but 
sin reigns in it, unto death. There is an un- 
holy backwardness to come into his presence. 
But when this good work of regeneration is 
begun, a divine and indissoluble union with him 
is produced. He who is joined to thB Lord 
becomes one spirit; and hence proceeds ac- 
quaintance. Union is the foundation of fellow- 
ship, and fellowship is the effect of union. In 
that inimitable example of acquaintance be- 
tween Jonathan and David, the Holy Ghost 
shews that the communion they enjoyed was 
founded in union of heart. '^ It came to pass 
when David had made an end of speaking, that 
the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own 
soul." Then we read of the cov^iants they 
made, of the gifts they presented, of their ten- 
der converse and mutual sorrow, of the pledges 
of their love, and the tears they shed at their 
departure from each other. Union of soul pro- 
duced these things, and at last drew from the 
pen of David an unequalled and pathetic elegy. 
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on the decease of his beloved Jonatkan. And 
you will not love God, nor his service, till the 
stony heart is taken out of your flesh ; till that 
obdurate, obstinate, unbelieving principle is re- 
moved, and a living, susceptible, bleeding heart 
is bestowed. Then the stream of your affec- 
tions will naturally reverse its course, and flow 
into its original and legitimate ocean, God, wiio 
is love. Yes ; when he sheds light upon the eyes 
of your understanding, which have been long 
closed in darkness, and unlocks the will, which 
has been stubbornly and secretly bolted against 
your rightful sovereign, and opens a well of 
living water in your heart, which, springing up 
into everlasting life, shall cleanse that worse 
than Augean stable, and sanctify body, soul, 
and spirit; then shall you become the temple 
of the Lord, a habitation for the mighty God 
of Jacob. He will dwell in you, and walk in 
you ; he shall say. It is my people, and you 
shall say. The Lord is my God. A vital union 
will be formed. A holy friendship will be estab- 
lished, upon scriptural and rational principles ; 
a friendship which no alteration of worldly cir- 
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cumstances shall affect; a friendship which 
shall cause him to know your soul in adver- 
sities ; to bow down hisear to your supplications ; 
to lift up thetight of his countenance upon you; 
to supply your necessities; to make your interests 
his own; and to reserve for eternity the full deve- 
lopment of his love, in the perfect conformation 
of your spirit to his own, and the grant of per- 
petual residence in his presence above. " For 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me : for as 
I have sworn that the waters of Noah should 
no more go over the earth ; so have I sworn 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor re- 
buke thee. For the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed, but my kindness shall 
not depart from thee, neither shall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee." 

I am wilUng to extend these remarks ; for I 
fear lest Satan should get an advantage over 
you, (for we are not ignorant of his devices) 
and persuade you that, as fitness for this ac- 
quaintance must arise from the operations of 
the holy Spirit alone, you may sit down in the 
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chair of sloth, and fold your arms in indiffe- 
rence, and take this Boporitic dTaug;ht from the 
prince of darkness : If I am an elect vessel of 
meyty, then I shall be saved; if not, I must be 
lost. Dearly beloved, is your heart desirous of 
this acquaintance ? Then hearken not to the 
nicked one. The promise of the Spirit is made 
distinctly to you as a sinner, however guilty 
your former life, to lead you into this happy 
communion, and make you a friend of God, 
Hear you not the sound 1 " Wisdom crieth 
without, she uttereth her voice in the streets ; 
she crieth in the chief place of concourse, in 
the opening of the gates; in the city she utter- 
eth her words, saying. How long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scomers 
delight in their scorning? and fools hate know- 
ledge?" Now search, and see to which of 
these classes you belong. Are you " a simple 
one," guided by the fashions of others, and filled 
with simple prejudicesagainst thewaysof God, 
without a will, or decision of character suffi- 
cient to investigate and judge for yourself; 
sporting with your own deceivings, and flatter- 



54 ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 

ing yourself in your wickedness ? Or, are you 
" a scomer,** who feels a satanic pleasure in con- 
verting the threatenings and promises of God 
into profane jests; whose proud heart has 
treated with contempt the] doctrines, laws, ad- 
monitions, and warnings of the love of God, 
as well as parental and ministerial advice; and 
now, as if in defiance of the authority of hea- 
ven, ioinins leacnie with the confederates of 
Ml, L l^wiU. oo^^u ei^^. 
Who is the Almighty that I should serve him; 
and what profit should I have if I pray unto 
him? Or are you "a fool,"1eho hates knowledge, 
(and fools only hate such knowledge) profess- 
ing a rooted antipathy to serious godliness and 
reformation, yet vainly supposing that, although 
you live in the constant neglect of divine 
things, you know enough to take you to iiea- 
ven, and that all will go well with you at the 
last? Surely more guilty characters can hardly 
be found. Yet to them this loving language 
is addressed : "Turn you at my reproof ; be- 
hold I will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will 
make known my words unto you." If you then 



ACQUAINTANCE 1 



«*fl 



are not his friend, the fault does not lie with 
him. If you are the companions of fallen angels 
for ever, you will not have to charge him with 
a neglect of inviting you to better society and 
- purer joys. Your blood will be iipon yonr own 
head. But does not such love melt your heart? 
Are you not astonished that you, an ungrateful 
rebel, should be thus intreated to become ac- 
quainted with him whom you have despised, 
provoked, and rejected? That he should stoop 
to you, who have exalted yourself against him, 
and with the melting tenderness of a father 
over a prodigal, advise, persuade, and invite 
you to be his for ever ? Hearken to hia voice, 
dear reader ; it shall be for your health. In- 
cline your ear, and go unto him; hear, and 
your soul shall live. 

Aghin : Are you really in earnest about the 
salvation of your soul ? Do you desire to for- 
sake the world, to be the lard's child, and 
cleave henceforth to him with full purpose of 
heart? Is the salvation of Christ suitable, and 
God's beloved precious to you ? What do you 
answer before God? Yes, indeed, these are 
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the desires of my soul I I know that, whereas 
I was once blind, now I see; yet I want the 
assurance of faith, the satisfaction that I am 
elected of God, and the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost; and I fear that one so unworthy and 
ignorant can never hope for so unspeakable a 
privilege ? O beloved, whatever you may think 
of yourself, you are not far from the kingdom 
of God. Those very desires are more lovely 
in God's eyes, than the most costly sacrifices. 
" The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
him, in those that hope in his mercy.*' The 
light by which you have already discovered 
something of your real charactei^, and a little 
of the superior excellency of Christ's service, 
came from the Sun of righteousness; and he 
will not despise the work of his own hands, 
however indistinct may be your views, or Veak 
your desires. "The bruised reed he will not 
break, and the smoking flax he will not quench.'* 
Grace is poured into his lips, to utter words 
to strengthen the reed, and fan the flax to a 
flame. Hear, and the Lord give you an under- 
standing heart to receive them, " If ye, being 
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evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give his Holy Spirit to them that ask 
hunt" Are you a parent? Do you know the 
willingneaa of parental love to give a darling 
infant the good things for which it cannot ask, 
but by tears and inarticulate cries? Have you 
printed kisses on its cheek, and wished for a 
thousand blessings to pour on its lovely head ? 
Have you cheerfully sacrificed your own ease, 
comfort, and peace, to bestow them upon your 
babe? How much more shall the Fountain 
of love itself, from which all your tender 
gympathiea are derived, give all good things, 
in this one, the Holy Spirit, to you who 
ask him? 

It is written, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him." Happy indeed ate they 
whocan add," But God hath revealed them unto 
UB by hia Spirit; for the Spirit seareheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God." It must 
however be remembered, that our acquaintance 
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with God can be perpetuated only by the abid-* 
ing presence and influence of the Holy Ghost. 
Our spirits must not only be quickened by him; 
but kept alive; else all our communion with; 
God will be toilsome, we shall be like a person 
labouring under some enfeebling disease, which 
causes indifference to the society of the friend 
he loves. The flesh lusteth against the spirit; 
and if the flesh, in its affections and lusts, is • 
not crucified, we shall be continually under it^ 
influence, which will drive us any where rather 
than to commune with God. Now the lusts of 
the flesh can be subdued and mortifiisd only by 
a continual supfdy of the Spirit of grace. '' If 
ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live.** Mortification is unna- 
tural to us. We love to please ourselves; to 
gratify our passions. The work requires somer 
mightier agent than our own feeble resolutions, 
which too often yield to the solicitations of 
Satan, whose main object is to destroy the life 
of righteousness, by preventing this death unto 
sin. The inhabitation of the Spirit of God \» 
therefore promised to all believers, to main- 
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tain this deadness to the world, this superio- 
rity to the flesh, this conquest over Satan; 
and thus ever to fit us for the presence of the 
holy Lord God Almiglity. Jesus left it as his 
great legacy to the church, to which the weak- 
est saint has a claim. " I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; 
but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you." 

la not this our great error, that we are not 
sulficteiitly dependent on divine influence, to 
maintain within us that holy intimacy? Our 
judgment and conduct are greatly at variance. 
We know and approve the truth, and should 
feel there was something deficient in that ser- 
mon where the necessity of divine influence to 
walk with God was not introduced. And yet 
we enter upon the work as if all the power were 
in out own hands; as if continual walking the 
celestial road needed none of that food, of which 
if a man eat he shall live for ever; none of 
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those balmy gsiles of soul-reviving air which the 
Spirit breathes; none of that water which he 
causes to spring up to everlasting life, that we 
thirst not, and turn not to the broken cisterns 
of the world to draw ; none of that effectual 

, working, without which we have no part in 
Jesus, and remain unsanctified and impure; 
none of that divine direction which he bestows, 
as the guide into all truth. '^O Lord, by these 
things men live, and in all these things is the 
life of my spirit" How then are we soyoolish? 
Have we begun in the spirit, and shall we end 
in the R&Akl 'That be far from us. If we felt 
the value of Ui presence and influence as David 
did, we i^ould dread his departure from us 
more than the loss of any terrestrial comfort 
we enjoy. It would be our daily prayer. Lord, 
whatever thou takest from me, houses, or 
land%.or wife, or diildren, or friends, or ordi- 
nance% or healA, or wealth, '^take not thy 
Holy Spirit from m^^ 

Now to cherish this heavenly desire, see how 

' much you are indebted to him for his operations* 
in this celestial intercourse, and how dependent 
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a creature you are upon his aidi "We have 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which 
is of God, that we might know the things which 
are freely given to us of God." A knowledge 
of our condition is one of the blessed fruits he 
^ves us. "The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirits, that we are the children of 
God;" and his testimony is true, a satisfaction 
which no books, or friends, or minister, can 
supply. How necessary is this satisfaction, in 
our acquaintance with God! To be confident 
of this very thmg, that he is our Father, and 
that I, thoug-h unworthy, and poor, and guilty, 
am his child; to have a rational assurance, from 
scriptural evidence, of adoption. How diffi- 
dent is a servant; how bold is a child. The 
elect angels are not exalted to so high an 
honour. They approach the throne, but they 
veil their faces with their wings. They stand 
^clothed in tlieir own righteousness. That high 
and mysterious privilege of which we speak is 
reserved for you to enjoy. "Because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of his Son 
into your heart, crying, Abba, Father," in order 
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to maiittain is joii a filial, l0*^in& obedient 
ditp08i$M0iif and ^iMiiit^ coofideooe* 

What an infaluaUe Ueasmg m miA a hea- 
veidj prompter^ to toch forgetlid heaits as oare! 
We rightlj complain of our bad memories; 
bad iikieedf to suffigr most tbat is good to 
eicape, and to lodk op as a treasme all tbat is 
Donefseatialoriiyarioustooiirbappiiieas. Bat 
be, says tbe Redeemer, ^shall bring all things 
to your remembranoey whatsoever I have said 
to yotL'' Tbe treasury of oomfcvt is die pro- 
mises of God: yet how oft are they forgotten, 
and bow ifwilkss and ineffectnal, even vdien 
most improred by our own meditations. All 
tbe promises of Christ bad no eflfect on the 
mind of tbe disciples: Why? The Spirit was 
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet ^rir 
iied; but when be was glorified, ^'then remem- 
bered ibcy bis words,'' And if, in seasons of 
distrasSi tlie Holy Spirit applies a suitable pro- 
mise to the desponding mind, how strength- 
ening to faith, how relieving to fear! Then 
fiverv cloud is stamped with a rainbow, and 
ort spot rcjoicet) and blossoms as the 
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rose. It gilds the bed of death with beams from 
heaven, and directs and encourEtges a dying saiDt 
to enter his Father's house in peace. 

And as the constancy of our acquaintance 
depends on believing views of the atonemeDt of 
Christ, he is the object to which the hand of 
the Spirit continually points. " He shall glorify 
me, for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you." When guilt troubles the con- 
science, and unbelieving fears oppress the heart, 
he will conduct you in spirit to Calvary, and 
place you beneath that wondrous cross, where 
the fellow of Jehovah bled, and groaned, and 
died. You shall gaze with wonder and delight 
upon that precious blood, which gives dignity 
and harmony to every song which is sung in 
heaven. Tlie tears of sorrow and of joy shall 
flow down your cheeks, as you look upon him 
whom you have pierced, while your heart shall 
respond to the dictates of the Spirit, He loved 
me, he gave himself for me. And as Brutus, 
when Lucretia killed herself in consequence of 
the brutality of Tarquin, snatched the dagger 
fiom the wound, and swore upoa tW \«.ii?*5s»f 
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Made immortal hatred to the tyrant, do shall 
you 8weaf eternal enmity and war to those sind 
which crucified the Lord of life and glory, and 
separate you from the presence of God. And^ 
again and again casting away the filthy rags of 
your own righteousness, you will rest on a foun-' 
dation, as extensive as the obedience of the 
Redeemer's life and death, and unshaken te.his 
eternal power and godhead. 

Yes : and when illiterate in the art of pray^r^ 
he helps your infirmities with groanings whicb; 
cannot be uttered, with groanings which reach 
the throne of glory, and move the heart of the 
God of glory, those inexpressible, but forcible 
and right words, which enter into the ears of 
the Lord of sabaoth, and maketh intercession 
for the saints, accordii^ to the will of God; 
he who searches all things, even the deep things 
of God, that knows all the secrets of his mys- 
terious will, shall dictate your petitions, and 
direct your prayers. If, unskilful in the word of 
righteousness, and ignorant as untutored infancy, 
and shedding many a tear for a wise and un- 
derstandmg heart to be given you, "he shall 
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teach you all tliiaga;" not indeed all things you 
wish to know, but all things necessary to pro- 
mote humble views of yourself, and exalted 
views of your Lord and Master; all things 
which characterize the wisdom that is from 
above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy ; 
all things -which shall tend to fulfil that promise, 
"All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, 
and great shall be the peace of thy children." 
Unlike an earthly tutor, he bestows the dispo- 
sition and ability to receive his instructions. 
"I will give them a heart to know me, that I 
am the Lord, and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God; for they shall return unto 
me with their whole heart." And is not this 
the knowledge after which you sincerely seek? 

And when the dark cloud of adversity casts 
a gloom over all your future prospects, when 
family trials and worldly troubles crowd thickly 
upon you; when the fig-tree does not blossom, 
nor fruit is found in the vine; then he will be 
your Comforter. He shall shew you thai 



66 ACQVAIKTAKCE WITH OOD» 

rod in bis band is but a pencil, to draw God*s 
image in fairer lines upon your soiil; be sball 
give you skill, like tbe bee, to extract boney 
from tbe tbom as well as tbe rose; be, as tbe 
Spirit of migbt, sball give you strengtb to take 
up and bear your cross daily; be sball exbibit 
tbe Saviour, bearing a beavier cross for you^ and 
carrying away your sins into a land of forget- 
fulness; and, however ligbtly others, wbo know 
not God, may seem to trip tbrougb tbe world, 
still, amidst all your affliction^ be sball con- 
vince you, tbat blessed is tbat man, and only 
be, wbose iniquities are forgiven, and wbose 
sins are covered. He sball make you glory in 
tribulations, by shedding abroad the everlasting, 
inexpressible, and abiding love of God in your 
heart, and opening his riches in glory to supply 
your need. There sball be music in your con* 
science, while there is sorrow in your eye; a 
prospect of an eternal weight of glory, for your 
light affliction which is but for a moment; an 
inheritance incorruptible, imdefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, for the loss of your transi- 
tory possessions. 
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How will this drawing of the Spirit make you 
run after him, and without it how sluggishly 
will you proceed! Converse with God requires 
a truly spiritual mind. Flesh and blood can- 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven; our 
carnal natures have no taste for these heavenly 
enjoyments; and therefore, provoke your hearts 
with this truth, to seek a large measure of di- 
vine assistance. "They that are after the flesh 
do mind the things of the flesh; but they that 
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit." 

Now, O thou of little faith, wherefore dost 
thou doubt? Why art thou fearful? Why art 
thou cast down, trembling soul? Why art 
thou inwardly disquieted? Hope thou in God, 
for thou shalt yet praise him, who is the health 
of thy countenance, and thy God. What cause 
have you to fear? See upon whom the whole 
work depends; and what this blessed Spirit has 
already done for you. Once ye were darkness, 
but now light in the Lord; once far from God 
by wicked works, now brought nigh by the 
blood of Christ He might have chosen whe- 
ther he would have given you this grace or 
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not; but having begun . to work in you, his 
grace and covenant obUge him to perfect the 
work, and prepare you as a bride for glory. 
Be therefore confident, with the apostle, that 
he who hath begun a good work in you, will 
perform it imtil the day of Jesus Christ Your 
weakness, and ignorance, and unworthiness, are 
no obstacles; he is mightier than all your foes, 
and has remedies for all your complaints. You 
are already sealed by him unto the day of re^* 
demption, as the property of the Lord; and the 
impression shall never be' effaced, but be more 
visible to your own and others' eyes, as you in* 
crease in the knowledge of God. Depend en* 
tirely upon his s^ncy, to attsun acquaintance 
with God. Put yourself into his hands, and 
say, ^'Thou hast delivered my soul from death; 
wilt thou not deliver my feet from falling, that 
I may walk before God in the light of the liv*' 
ing ? and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost; for the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as ' 
many as the Lord our God shall call." 



CHAPTER IV. 



These, then, are the preliminariea to divine 
acquaintance, and its life when begun. But 
there are some subordinate methods as truly 
important and appointed. We must here pur- 
sue the same means we should use to acquaint 
ourselves with the character of any other friend. 
This acquaintance then is to be gained and 
improved, first. 

By hearing and receiving the re- 

The opinion of the world respecting him is of 
small importance to you. Its opinion of your- 
self is not very exalted, if you are a follower of 
God as a dear child; for just in proportion as 
yon bear his image will the world hate yoii, 
Jesus has before told you, "If the world hate 
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you, ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you." They are most incompetent judges, both 
of his character as a master, and of the bless- 
edness of his acquaintance, since they hate both. 
We should not go to an out-door servant; who 
just received his master's orders once a week, 
and only saw him again at its close to receive 
his wages, for a report of the general conduct 
of that master; but to one who lived with him 
in the house, who saw his daily habits and the 
manifestations of his disposition. And should 
you not learn of those who are acquainted with 
God; who are in the habit of daily commu- 
nion with him ; who have had long experience 
of the blessedness of his servants; who wait 
upon him and hear his wisdom? And what do 
these people say? Jacob when dying left this 
testimony: — "The God that fed me all my life 
long, and the angel which redeemed me from 
all evil." Joshua, the captain of the Lord's 
host, declares in the same situation, "Behold 
this day I am going the way of all the earth, 
and ye know in all your hearts, and in all your 
souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the 
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good things which the Lord your God spake 
concerning yon: all are come to pass unto you, 
and not one thing hatli failed thereof," David 
the king of Israel, the man after God's own 
heart, avows, "Thou hast dealt well with thy 
servant, according to thy word." Asaph testi- 
fies, "Whom have I in heaven hut thee? and 
there is none upon the earth that I desire be- 
side thee." Nahura tells his flock, "The Lord 
is good; a strong hold in the day of trouhle: 
and he knoweth them that trust in him." Paul 
says, " I know in whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed to him against that day." 
Peter says, "Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again to a 
Uvely hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead." Now these were opinions de- 
rived from his service and presence. And the 
conduct of these saints testified their sincerity. 
Many of them sacrificed reputation, property, 
possessions, comforts, parents, friends, and life 
itself, for his sake. For believing in his Son, 
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separating themselves from the world, and ayow- 
ing their love in Christ, "some were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, that they might ob- 
tain a better resurrection; and others had trial 
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, more- 
over of bonds and imprisonment: they were 
stoned, sawn asimder, were tempjbed, were slain 
with the sword : they wandered about in sheep- 
skins and goatskins; bein^ destitute, afflicted, 
tormented:" yet all bear record to his faithful- 
ness and loving-kindness to their souls. Should 
not their testimony have some weight with 
you? Gro, sit, and hearken to the conversation 
of an old disciple. Jesus appeared to the dis- 
ciples as they sat at meat, and upbraided them 
with their unbelief and hardness of heart, be- 
cause they believed not them which had seen 
him after he was risen. It naturally strength- 
ens our affection to hear another speak well of 
the friend we love; and the Spirit of the Lord 
shall fan your spark of love into a flame, by the 
breath of such heavenly converse. Their good 
words shall make your heart glad, and help 
you to say with David, "Our fathers trusted in 
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thee ; they trusted, and thoii didst deliver them. 
They cried unto thee, and were delivered ; they 
trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 
Therefore will I say of the Lord, He is my re- 
fuge and my fortress : my God, in him will I 

Every sincere minister of the gospel ia the] 
friend of God. He has been previously called 
by his grace to the fellowship of his Son, and 
having handled the word of life,' he comes to 
you as a faithful witness of the blessedness" of 
this acquaintance. "That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you, that ye"'also 
may have fellowship with us,^ 'And truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ." The substance of the report he 
brings is, " God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." The work of the ministry was 
appointed to introduce you to a higher esteem 
of the friend of sinners, and through him to an 
acquaintance with God. " Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ; as though God did 
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beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God," If then you 
sleep away sermons; if the ambassadors who 
bring the treaty of peace are disesteemed; if 
the good news be disbelieved, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, and recon- 
cile them by his blood unto God; this ac- 
quaintance can never be begun. Think what 
an affront such impious disdain of such tran- 
scendent love must be to the Majesty of hea- 
ven. As soon as the Jews began to despise 
the messages.of the prophets, of Jesus, and of 
his apostles^ misery followed them; and they 
are now monuments of divine vengeance, for 
putting away from them the word of life. And 
think, I beseech you, what the reflections of a 
conscience already enlightened will be, when 
looking back upon neglected sabbaths, despised 
ordinances, and rejected sermons ; ^' How have 
I hated instruction, and my heart despised re- 
proof !" And bow can the reproach be borne, 
from him whom you might have served and 
enjoyed for ever ? " For that they hated know- 
}edge^ and did not choose the fear of the Lord : 



they would none of my counsel: they deapised 
all my reproof : therefore shall they eat of the 
fruit of their own ways, and be tilled with their 
own devices." ^ 

Ye blessed disciples of the Lord Jesus, did 
not believing the witness of God concerning' his 
Son first introduce you to him? "For the 
gospel came not unto you in word only, but 
also in power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance ; and ye became followers of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction^ and 
joy of the Holy Ghost." Oh, when the news 
of a free pardon reached your convicted and 
condemned soul, when you saw that the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 
had loved you, and given you everlasting con- 
solation and good hope through grace, what 
sacred aud delightful communion had you with 
the Father and the Son ! If the stones could 
speak and the chamber tell, they would each 
report the tears you shed, and the happiness 
you experienced, while uttering sentiments simi- 
lar to these ; , 
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• 

I thaok tbee, uncreated Sun, 

That tbj bright beama ob me hare ahio*d : 

I thank tbee, who bast orerthrown 

BIjr foes, and heal'd mj wounded mind ; 

1 thank thee, whose enlivening voice 

Bids rajr freed heart in thee rejoice. 

Thee will I love, mjr joy, mjr crown \ 
Thee will I love, mjr Lord, my God ! 
Thee will I lore ; tboagh all may frown. 
And thorns and floods perplex my -road ; 
Yea, when my heart and flesh decay. 
Thee shall I love in endless day. 

What was the result of this discovery and per- 
suasion of his love to your soul? Certainly 
this ; '^ One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire 
in his temple." 

And as the sabbaths have succeeded weeks 
of toil and family care, when some man of God 
spake of the glorious honour of his Majesty 
and of his wondrous works, or told of his ter- 
rible acts, and declared his greatness, abund- 
antly uttered the memory of his great goodness 
and exulted in his righteousness, what a glow 
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of celestial gratitude has filled your bosom for 
such tidiugs!— How little have you envied the 
worldline,' his joys! How trifling have all your 
trials appeared, when contrasted with the pre- 
sent privilege of such heavenly intercourse, and 
the hope of dwelling in the house of the Lard 
for everl Oh! how does it endear God to the 
heart, to have found him sensibly present in the 
sanctuary, refreshing the soul with dews of 
spiritual comfort in the midst of fiery trials. 

And as you believe the Lord your God, i 
shall you be established; believe his prophet^! 
so shall ye prosper. Wherever ther 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness,- 
a sincere desire to be intimately acquainted with 
God, through the person and work of Christ, 
to be rooted and built up in him, and estaV 
lished in the faith as we have bee 
and for this purpose diligence in the means of 4 
grace, attention to the instructions of ministerSjT 
and association with the people of God; that 
soul shall find God faithful to his promise; 
" Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound : they shall walk, Lord, in the light o 
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thy coQBtenance. In thy name shall they re- 
joice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall 
they be exalted." 

A second means of becoimng acquainted with 
an indiyldnal is, 

Reading the history of his life, and 
description of his character. 

Biography makes ns familiar with the habits 
of our ancestors, and introduces us to an ac- 
quaintance with the lives of eminent men of all 
s^es and countries. The character of God in 
Christ is- drawn m scripture with an unerring 
hand. There you have a delineation of his 
perfections, and a history of his ways towards 
the children of men. There he is seen glorious 
in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders. 
And to be habitutdly acquainted with him, you 
must habitually study his word. This is the 
decree and promise : " If thou criest after know- 
ledge^ and liftest up thy voice for understand- 
ing; if thou seekest her as wlver, and searchest 
for her as for hid treasure; then shalt thou 
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
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knowledge of God." God has remarVably con-; 
nected our happiness with our industry. An 
indolent saint is a miserable being ; so unlike 
him whose image he partially bears, as almost 
to destroy the likeness. How can such persons 
expect to arrive at the acquaintance David and 
Paul and Jeremiah enjoyed? Their acquaint- 
ance was perpetuated, not by occasional visions 
or revelations, bnt by a constant and assiduous 
search into God's revealed will, "Thy words 
were found, and I did eat them : and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart. 
O, how I love thy law: it is my meditation all 
the day. From a child thou hast known the 
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation." Peter saw the transfigu- 
ration of Christ on the mount, and beheld his 
glory ; but lest we should suppose such revela- 
tions essential to our present peace, he directs 
us to the word of God, that secure and infalli- 
ble basis. " We have a more sure word of pro- 
phecy," more sure than that very glorious ma- 
nifestation which he saw; "unto which we do 
well to take heed, as unto a light that ahJiieth 
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in a dark place/' All is darkness respecting 
God, without this light. None can reveal to us 
what the infinite Grod is, but himself. This he 
has done in his word: and how can we then 
find out the place of the Lord, or the habitation 
of the mighty God of Jacob, or go even to his 
seat, so as to dwell with him, till this is a lamp 
to our feet? Reading, meditating, and digest- 
ing this word, adds a lustre to the character, 
a heavenly dignity to the mind. We are strong 
when the word of God abideth in us: having 
our loins girt about with truth, we rim without 
weariness, and walk without fainting. The 
Bereans took not upon trust any thing the 
Apostles asserted, but were more noble than 
those of Thessalonica, in that they searched 
the scriptures daily, to see if these things were 
so; and there/are many believed. 

The first of all the commandments is, " Hear, 
O Israel ; the Lord our God is one Lord. And 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength." Our Savi- 
our puts the knowledge of God before the love 
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of him, because we cannot love an object of 
whom we are ignorant. If there be dark and 
confused ideas of Gi>d in the underatanding, 
there cannot be much true love of him in the 
beart, nor much acceptible aervice rendered to 
him. We shall be like the Athenians, who 
erected an altar to the unknown God, " He 
that Cometh to God must believe that be is, 
and tbat he is the rewarder of tbem that dili- 
gently seek him." Next to the belief of his 
existence this must follow. " There are three 
that bear record in heaven; the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are 
One." Jehovah, our Aleheim, is one Jehovah; 
three persons in one divine essence, without 
difference or inequality. To the scriptures 
alone we are indebted for this revelation. The 
world by wisdom knew not God. All the learn- 
ing of Greece and Rome could not furnish a 
rational idea of the true God. " Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and four-footed beasts, and creepingfj 
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tilings/* How should I i)less him that hath 
given me, a poor ignorant, deluded, guilty sin- 
ner, "the riches of the full assurance of under- 
standing, to the acknowledgment of the mys- 
tery of God, even of the Father, and of Christ." 
How then should I love and search that blessed 
book, which tells me what my God is, and how 
he has acted towards me. There I read, that 
God the Father hath blessed us with all spi- 
ritual blessings, in heavenly places, in Christ : 
according as he hatl^ chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love: 
that the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, and redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made .a curse for iis : that the 
Holy Ghost regenerates and sanctifies all the 
elect people of God. And one great end of all 
scriptural study is, so to be acquainted with this 
blessed God, a^ to ascertain that he loved you 
with an everlasting love, that the Son has jus- 
tified you by his blood, and that the Spirit has 
renewed y(m into the image of God. The scrip- 
tures do not conduct us to an airy, metaphy- 
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BJcal, Bpeculative knowledge of the Deity ; but 
to this one point, What is God to wie? What 
heia he done for me ? la this God my God ? 

When this ia ascertained, what celestial bliss 
will flow from an acquaintance with his attri- 
butes. How often are they introduced in the 
scriptures, as they have been displayed on vari- 
ous occasions for the help and deliverance of 
his people, to inspire zeal, confidence, love, joy, 
dependence, humility, faith ; those essential 
requisites to tliis intimacy ! When God gave 
Abraham this command, " Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect," he prefaced it with this 
description of himself, " I am the Almighty 
God." And what an encouragement, to know 
that the God before whom he was walking was 
El Shaddai, God Almighty, God all-bountiful, 
God all-suCBcient, as the original imports. And 
how sweet for you, beloved, in weakness, and 
difficulty, and fear, to be acquainted with this 
attribute of your heavenly Father, who spake 
the world into ejcistence out of nothing ; who 
divided the sea, even the Red sea, and made 
a way for his ransomed to pass over; wl 
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delivered David out of the paw of the lion 
and bear ; who shut the mouths of rapacious 
lioDSy to save Daniel ; who holds the winds in 
his fists^ and the waters in the hollow o^his 
hand ; who can make a way for your escape 
from temptation^ that you may be able to bear 
it ; who is able to keep you from falling, able 
to bruise Satan under your feet, able to pre- 
serve you to his heavenly kingdom, and to do 
exceeding abundsmtly above all you can ask or 
think. A believing view of this attribute in all 
your trials, will make you sing Luther's psalm 
in Luther's spirit: ''God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble; there- 
fore will not we fear, though the earth be re- 
moved, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst (^ the sea." 

" God is love ; and he that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him." Here you 
must take up your home, if you would be ac- 
quainted with God. '^ Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 
He set his love upon me, not because 1 was 
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wortby, but because he would love me 
commendeth his love towards me, whilst I 
yet a sinner; in his love, and in his pity, he re- 
deemed me, and bare me, and carried me all 
ray days, O what manner of love has the 
Father bestowed upon me ! upon me ! that I 
should be called a cliild of God! And he will 
rest ia his love : though he visit my iniquities 
with stripes, yet hia loving kindness he will not 
take from me. " For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." And with this persuasion, friei 
may forsake you, foes may threaten you, 
dren may disappoint you ; but this love shaU 
be a house of defence to save you, in whii 
you shall sing. 



1 

was ^^ 
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Jacob was reproved ftDr a want of acquamt- 
ance with the extent of God's wisdom. '^ How 
sayest thou, O Jacob, my way is hid from the 
Lord?" Because it was dark to him, he thought 
it must be dark to his God : but he was taught 
a truth necessary for you intimately to know, 
to preserve you from the same' error. ''There 
is no searching of his understanding.*' O how 
blessed will it make your life, to be able to say, , 
All my concerns, for time and eternity, are in 
the hands of my God, who has abounded to me 
in all wisdom and prudence. He knows my 
frame, and remembers that I am dust; the con- 
nexion between my soul and body, and how 
my nervous system affects my mental ^lergies; 
he knows the law in my members warring against 
the law of my mind, the struggles I have to be 
free, my longing desires to be conformed to the 
image of Christ, to have done with sin and the 
world, and to have the wings of a dove, that 
1 might fly away, and be at rest. He knows 
my family cares, and domestic trials, and 
bodily sufferings ; how to provide for the fa- 
therless and the widow ; how to dispose of my 
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family, and supply my children in future days; 
how to make all thinga work together for my 
good, and to bring me by a right way to a city 
of habitation. If these thoughts of hJs wisdom 
are precious to you, you shall not hesitate in 
any affliction to say, " I will trust, and not be 
aflraid. He will bring the blind by a way that 
they knew not, and lead them in paths that 
they have not known. He will make darkness 
light before them, and crooked things straight. 
These things will he do unto me, and not for- 
sake me." 

And equal consolation will flow from a know- 
ledge of his omnipresence. Whether I am at 
home or abroad ; banished from my father's 
house, a captive in a strange family; driven to 
seek my bread in a way I least expected ; set- 
tled far away from the society I love and the 
house of the Lord ; yet I carry my God with 
me. The union which subsists between us 
through Christ, no distance can dissolve. I 
hear him say, and I believe him, " I dwell in 
the high and holy place ; with him also that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
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spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones." To say, " Thou art with 
me,*' shall comfort me, when I hear the village 
bells, but cannot, through affliction, enter thy 
sanctuary, and appear before God. "Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

And he is faithful, unchangeable, " without 
variableness, or shadow of a turning." He is 
God, and cannot lie ; the subject of no guilty 
passions or malicious temper. His promises 
" are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus," and 
every promise of spiritual health, of deliver 
ance from wrath, of temporal supplies and 
guidance to glory, has been confirmed by oath, 
that we might have strong consolation. Oh 
what a rock is this, amidst the fluctuations of 
our own feelings, the vacillation of friends, and 
the variation of circumstances, "Thou art the 
same, and thy years shall not fail." Yea, the 
justice, holiness, righteousness, and goodness of ' 
God, are all favourable to you, and full of holy 
consolation, if you have come to Grod through 



his Son, Tliese attributes, may you say, are 
mine through Christ, and on my side. Search- 
ing the scriptures, where he ia revealed in his 
glory, shall increase your faith, and enable you 
to add, "This God is my God for ever and 
ever, he shall be ray guide even unto death." 

A further means of becoming acquainted 
with a person is, 

FRBquENT PRIVATE CONVERSE. 

We must dwell with those whom we would 
thoroughly know. Personal private communion, 
especially if often repeated, will sooner intro- 
duce us to the knowledge of a character than 
any other mode with which we are acquainted. 
And be it known unto you, there will be little 
disposition to use the other methods to gaiu 
acquaintance with God, unless you are often 
in company with him. Tliis private converse 
is made up of prayer, — meditation, — and holy 
walking with God. And let me for a while 
press these things upon you. 

1. Of Prayer. 

There are many who think it quite enough 
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to visit God morning and evening ; nay, it can 
hardly be called a visit to God, a mere hurried 
repetition of an oft-repeated prayer, to satisfy 
conscience, but not to commune with God. 
Others esteem it quite enough to pray in some 
strait or difficulty, when no one else can help 
them. "Lord, in trouble have they visited 
thee; they poured out a prayer when thy chas- 
tening was upon them.*' "When he slew them 
then they sought him, they returned and in- 
quired early after God." Such persons make 
Grod their refuge, not their choice. He would 
not see their faces, but they are driven by ne- 
cessity to ask his deliverance. Now though 
the Lord never turns a deaf ear to prayer, come 
when it will, yet he who only visits his throne 
in a season of suffering, and he who thinks 
morning' and evening enough^ will find this is 
not God's way of acquainting a soul intimately 
with himself. Every new providence, fresh want, 
unlawful desire, and additional mercy, should 
be but messengers to give us new errands to 
the throne of grace. And he shall be well ac- 
quainted with God, who turns them tq so good 
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an account. Afflictions shall sit light upon hia 
heart, and peace dwell in his bosom. But the 
communion that God loves, and will bless with 
a lai^e acquaintance with himself, is that which 
arises from love to him ; a return of his love to 
us; such love as we have for a dear friend, 
which draws «s often into his presence, not be- 
cause we have any particular message, or want 
any special favour, but because we delight in 
his society. And thus to come to God, when 
we are not pressed with fears, nor pinched with 
doubts, nor vexed with cares, but because we 
love the light of hia countenance, because his 
favour to us is life, and we cannot be happy 
without him, this is the communion which shall 
be rewarded with a large knowledge of his 
character, and an intimate acquaintance with 

O be entreated to cultivate this blessed life! 
It is not always being on your knees, but hav- 
ing the heart spiritually disposed, aittiog all the 
day long in heavenly places with Christ Jeaus. 
He commands you to pray always; and he sets 
his door open, and welcomes you as a visitor 
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whenever you ate disposed to enter. Why are 
we baidiful and diffident of our heavenly Fa- 
ther's presence? Why are we not breathing the 
atmosphere of heaven, like the Abarimonites, 
of whom it is said that they bould breathe no 
sdr but that of their native country; and draw-> 
ing down the dewy influences of grace upon 
our spirits? Why do we not open our mouths 
wide, that he may fill them with his goodness, 
which he has provide for the poor ; and put 
ourselves in the situation in which his secret may 
be with us, and he may shew us his covenant? 
Such general communion with him will give 
us greater boldness in the day of affliction, to 
cast all our cares upon him^ knowing that he 
careth for us. '^ Because thou hast been my 
help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will 
I rejoice." Indeed, afflictions are frequently 
sent to wind up our aflections to a holy pitch 
of importunity, to bring us the oftener into his 
presence, and mAe us stay longer when we 
are there. We coraj^am in prosperity, that 
we have not time to serve and enjoy him as 
we could wish; and he, in mercy to our soids. 



gives lis the time we want by confining us to 
our chamber for a few weeks or months, and 
disengages our thoughts from the world by dis- 
(ippoinling our favourite schemes. We should 
not have read of Jacob's princely spirit and 
mighty conquest, or of his spending the whole 
night in prayer, but for Jacob's aiflicUon. 

If God has not yet manifested himself to 
you as he does to hia people, and if the bur- 
den of guilt and sorrow lies heavy upon your 
conscience, do not despair, beloved. Continue 
knocking, for to him that knocketh it is opened. 
This is the infallible method of gaining his 
friendship. It is obedience to his own com- 
mand : when thou saidst, " Seek ye my face," 
my heart said unto thee, '"Thy face, Lord, will 
I seek." Therefore if he close the door of his 
chamber, it is not to keep you out, but to teach 
you to knock the louder. If he cover himself 
with a cloud that your prayer cannot pass 
through, it is only that the vehemence of the 
breath of prayer should waft this cloud away, 
and give you the sunshine of his countenance. 
If ho seem to depart the further from you, it 
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is only to provoke you to follow him, or im- 
plore him more frequently to continue with 
you; as Luke reports of the Saviour, when he 
arrived at Emmaus, " He made as though het 
would have gone further ; but the desciplea 
constrained him, saying, Abide with us" And 
such was his conduct to the poor Syropheniciah; 
woman. She came to him in great family dis- 
tress; her daughter being grievously afflicted 
with a devil. Her manner of address shews 
how deeply she felt her child's calamity. " Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David." 
The circumstances were such as to indude any' 
compassionate heart to afford immediate con- 
dolence or help. Here is a woman, a mother; 
a woman in distress, in distress about her 
daughter; one whom no one could relieve but 
himself: yet he answered her not a word. She 
however continued her plea, till the disciples, 
either in pity for her condition, or troubled by 
' her repeated entreaties, "came and besought 
him, saying, Send her away, for she crieth after 
us." He then condescended to answer her; 
but the answer was apparently more repulsive 
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tha.n his silence, " I am not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel." He raised 
a fence around the lost sheep of Israel as his 
fold, but seems to exclude her entirely from 
their privileges. And does not this silence her? 
No; determined to affect his heart with her 
destitute condition, if she had no claim to his 
bounty, she again cried, "Lord, help me." It 
is true I am not within tlie pale of thy com- 
mission ; I cannot boast of the lineage of 
David ; but my misery is great, my situation 
is most afflicting ; " Lord, help me," Appa- 
rently unmoved by her entreaties, he repulsed 
her again, by reminding her of her own un- 
worthiness. "It is not meet to take the chil- 
dren's bread, and cast it to dogs." Is she not 
now offended? will she persevere still? Yes; 
and faith is wonderfully ingenious. IJke the 
philosopher's stone, it turns all things into gold ; 
it sees love in the heart of Jesus when frowns 
are in his countenance, and converts the great- 
est difficulties into arguments for relief. "Truth, 
Lord," said this humbled woman, I am as a 
dog, unentitled to the privilege of a child's place 
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at the table, or the child's food: thou canirt 
not say any thing worse of thine handmaid 
than she feels herself to be : yet even the dogs 
have a privilege, and that privilege only I 
claim; ^'the dogs eat of the crumbs which faU 
from their master's table." O let a crumb oi 
mercy fall to me. Now hear the reply of Jesus. 
He could oppose her no longer ; the end was an- 
swered; and now he softens his voice to admi- 
ration: '^O woman, great is thy faith; be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt." So shall it be with you. 
Let nothing intimidate you. ^' Clouds and dark- 
ness are round about him, but righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne." Bear 
the indignation of the Lord, because you have 
sinned against him; but cast not away your 
confidence, which hath great recompense of 
reward. You deserve his frown; wait for his 
smile. He smites you, but it is for your ad- 
vantage; and who would not bear correction 
from such a hand? When Diogenes went to 
Athens, Antisthenes, the philosopher, at first 
refused to admit him into his house, and even 
struck him with a stick to drive him away^ 
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But Diogenes calmly bore the rebuke, and saitl, 
"Strike me, Antisthenes; but never shall you 
find a stick sufficiently hard to remove me from 
your presence, while there is any information 
to be gained from your acquaintance," This 
firmness recommended him to Antisthenes, and 
he became his most devoted pupil. And the 
Master whose acquaintance jou seek, has said, 
"Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full." 

2. Of Meditation. 

Holy meditation is the musing of the heart 
on spiritual subjects, the soul's inward converss J 
and soliloquy with God : the intellectual eye . | 
examining and pondering over the excellencies 
and suitableness of a covenant God, in all his 
offices and characters, and in reference to all 
the conditions in which the 30ul can be placed. 
David improved and heightened- his acquaint- 
ance by thia heavenly conference. At day- 
break, he says, "How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O God ! How great is the 
sum of them! If I should count them, they 
are more in number than the sand; when I 
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awake, I am still with thee/' Amidst the mul- 
tiplied cares and troubles of goyermnent, his 
thoughts were first with him in the morning. 
He had a room swept and garnished, to welcome 
this blessed friend. In the day-time, he says, 
^"My meditation of him shall be sweet. I will 
be glad in the Lord/' Whatever bitters there 
were in David's 'cup, or whatever sorrows from 
his family or his enemies, there was an immea- 
surable sweetness in turning his thoughts to a 
covenant God; in setting up way-marks of his 
providence, and musing on his abiding love. 
At night, he says, ^^My soul shall be satisfied 
as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth 
shall praise thee with joyful lips; when I re- 
member thee upon my bed, and meditate on 
thee in the night-watches." God's excellen- 
cies were his soul's food. Meditation nourished 
him when in the wilderness, where he could 
not see the divine power and glory as he had 
seen them in the sanctuary. It not only brought 
necessary food, but a royal feast; all manner 
of the richest spiritual dainties, marrow and 
fatness; it made waters break out in the wil- 
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demess, spread a table in tlie midst of his ene- 
mies, and introduced the Lord as his guest. 
Such was the benefit he derived from the exer- 
cise, that he invites you to join him ; " O taste, 
and see that the Lord is good!" You may see 
that the Lord is good: but as by tasting we 
discover the exceilcncy of a thing, and long for 
more, so this tasting that the Lord is gracious 
shall be like Jonathan's tasting the honeyi it 
will enlighten your eyes to a greater acquaint- 
ance with him. It ia the turning of his pre- 
cious promises and characters into food, that 
increases the spiritual appetite. 

Though there may be some special season 
of leisure and quietude chosen for mediation 
with great advantage, as Isaac went out to 
[ueditate in the field at eventide; what I prin- 
cipally urge is, that you should learn the hea- 
venly use of earthly things; that you should 
find heaven and God in every thing, that your 
business, your work, and your pleasure, should 
be channels in which the stream of this ac- 
quaintance may perpetually flow; that it should 
Ijccomt- natural to you; that as your life is hid 
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with Christ in Grod, you may live in spirituality 
as the fish lives in the water, or the bird in the 
air, their natural and appropriate elements. 

Every work of creation, held in the hand of 
faith, will be as a telescope through which you 
may see the Creator. The earth in its variety ; the 
sea in its expansion and wonders; the heavens 
in their glories; the seasons in their order; 
winter in its severity; spring in its fertility; 
summer in its beauty; and autumn in its 
abundance ; were subjects which afforded Davkk, 
and will always afford you, themes enough for 
admiration and praise. But redeeming love 
was his darling subject. His fingers never 
struck such enchanting notes upon his harp, as 
when it was tuned to Messiah's praise. And 
what cause is there not for delight in meditat- 
ing on him who has loved you, and given him- 
self for you? When the wife, father, and 
friends of Tigranes, were taken prisoners by 
Cyrus, he came from his home to redeem them; 
and being asked by Cyrus what ransom he 
would give for his wife, he answered, I will re- 
deem her with my own life. Cyrus, pleased 



with the reply, immediately let Iier go free, Aa 
they were returning home, Tigranes asked her 
what she thought of Cyrus. Indeed, said she, 
I did not look at him, or think about him. 
Whom then did you look upon? asked her 
astonished husband. Whom should I look 
upon, or think of, but him that would have re- 
deemed my life with his own ? And, O beloved, 
whom should you meditate on, but him that did 
redeem your life with his own? What kind of 
entertainment has the world ever given you, 
worthy to draw your thoughts from heavenly 
joya? Are you not a pilgrim and a stranger? 
How unseemly then that this world should be 
the settled place of your mind, your habita- 
tion to which you continually resort ! Say with 
David, from this day, " Return unto thy rest, 
O my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with ihee," 

Do not object that you have no time or abi- 
lity for this. All you want is an increase of 
love to him, to make you meditate upon him 
move lai^ely. How naturally do our minds 
revert to objects we love! How welcome are 
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they always to our thoughts ! We seek a place 
to weep when we are separated from them; 
we retire from company to write to them; we 
think of their excellencies on our beds and in our 
walks; we dwell upon the delights tiieir society 
and love have afforded, and long for the day 
and hour when we shall meet again. And yet 
we never complain that they occupy too much 
of our time. Have not those moments, discon- 
solate widow, been your sweetest, when you 
could relieve the desolateness of your situation 
by looking back on the kindness, and care, and 
tenderness of him whose body you have com- 
mitted to the tomb? And has it not alleviated 
the loss of that beloved child, to dwell on the 
blessed symptoms of grace in his heart, his filial 
love, and the hope of meeting him in glory? 
While these have moved your tears, you have 
tasted a pleasure unknown to any but a mother 
and a widow. And why do we not thus with 
Christ? Why is he like a stranger and a way- 
faring man, that tarrieth but for a night in our 
hearts, which should be his home? Is it not a 
wonder that he will give you permission to love 
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him; that he will condescend to keep a book of 
remembrance when you think on his name; that 
he waits to be gracious to you, knocks at your 
door, and asks you to let him come in to sup 
with you; and that he is not ashamed to be 
called your God? O unspeakable love! O 
wonderful compassion ! Should rot these con- 
siderations awake you to meditate on him who 
thus loves you? "He will command his lov- 
ing-kindness in the day-time" for youc sake. 
Go forth, my loving-kindneas; I commission 
thee to settle, like a dove, upon that fearful, 
humble, broken heart: warm it, expand it, 
soften it, and bring it back again on thy wings 
to me. And will not you command your 
thoughts to receive this heavenly messenger, to 
indulge these blessed intimations of the Spirit, 
and ascend to your Father and your God? ••^U 
3. Of holy walking with God. ^ 

By this I mean obedience to his precept^! 
and delight in his ways. Walking implies life, 
exertion, perseverance, and progress ; being bom 
again, and having the eye looking forward, and 
the eyelids straight before us. It does not con- 
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MK in a rjptero o t enjovBait nov and dvn; a 
Mtiffaction of interest m tlie oofenant of gnee; 
or fome hetrenlj meditation once a year; bat 
a regnbuTy liabitnaly p e racr eiin g ooone of obe- 
dience to hif commands, Tliere mnst be a di»- 
pofftibn fint to taj, with Darid, ^l esteem aB 
thy precepts concerning aD things to be r^ht, 
and I hate erery Cake way;** and then a con- 
duct corresponding: ^My sool hath kept thy 
testimonies^ for I love them exceedingly.'^ It 
will not do to boast of attachment to Christ, and 
to lire in the wilful n^ect of his known com- 
mands; to say that his love constrains yon to 
live to him that died for you and rose again, 
and to give your lusts the reins of government. 
Vour soul requires a watchful superintendence, 
a vigorous resisting unto blood, striving against 
sin, a taking heed to your way according 
to Ood's word; a constant self-examination 
to SCO how matters stand between yourself and 
Ood; for without this, acquaintance will be sus- 
pended. You know how little sin and righte-^ 
ousnoss can agree. God will not walk with you 
till you como back into his path. The world 
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requires this. You must have a good report of 
them that are withoitt, that he that is of the 
contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil 
thing to say of you. The world will otherwise 
g;ive you tio credit for religion it does not see 
in you. It looks for fruit, as well as talk. 
The eloquence of a blameless life, will more 
effectually plead for yon than all other argu- 
ments in favour of Christianity. It is the elo- 
quence of fact, ■which is the most difficult to 
resist. You are a city set on a hill, and can- 
not be hid. You are the salt of the earth, and 
should not lose your savour. You are a pecu- 
liar people, to be zealous of good works; a peo- 
ple formed for himself, to shew forth his praise; 
and you are to " let your light so shine before 
meu, that they, seeing your good works, may 
glorify your Father which is in heaven." Abra- 
ham was the friend of God, and thus he walked; 
he obeyed God, believed God, kept the charge 
of God, and rejoiced to see the day of his Christ. 
It is a short but comprehensive character given 
of Enoch ; he walked with God, and was not, 
for God took him, As one observes, God and 
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Enoch were like two familiar friends, who walked 
in company without dispute. He was so taken 
up with God, that God took him from all ac- 
quaintance with man, by translating him that 
he should not taste of death. He was before 
translated from nature to grace, and proved so 
great a proficient in that school, that he was 
translated from grace to glory. 

But above all, remember how the Saviour 
walked, leaving you an example that you should 
tread in his steps. Are you a child? Do you 
love your mother? If not, go and learn it at 
the cross. The excruciating pains of such a 
death could not make him forget his mother. 
She was a poor woman, and love prompted him 
to leave her in charge of his beloved disciple, 
who, he knew, would take care of her. Woman, 
said he, behold thy Son; and to John, Son, be- 
hold thy mother: and from that time the dis- 
ciple took her to his own home. O, children, 
love your mothers ! I have hardly ever known 
a child prosper who did not love his parents. 
Let the same humble mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus, who made himself of no 
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reputation. Employ your time, and talents, and 
property, as he did, in healing the broken heart- 
ed, visiting the sick, and relieving the father- 
less and widow. Regulate your temper by his, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not. In all 
things set your life, as a watch by the dial, in 
agreement with the Sun of Righteousness, and 
it shall never be wrong. 

Those who thus honour God, he will honour; 
they shall not only be walkers, but workers to- 
gether with God; the greatest helpers of his 
cause in the world. 

No big wordi of tBudj lalkers, 
No drj dactcmes, nill Boflice ; 
Cantrits beBits, and apriglil walken, 
These ara dear in Jesus' «je«. 

For, Baith he, " If a man love me he will keep 
my words ;" and what shall be the consequence ? 
"My Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him.' 



CHAPTER V. 

TH£ BEST SEASON FOB COMMESTCIKG 
ACQUAIKTAlSrC£ WITH GOD. 

^ Procrastiitatiok is the fhief of time." 
Delays are always dangerous, and in soul afiairs 
cruel, and productive of the greatest mischief. 
And yet Satan has not a more powerful temp-: 
tation, to young or old, than procrastination; 
persuading us that we shall be in a better con- 
dition, and a happier frame, and more decided 
for God, to-morrow than to-day, next year than 
this. Alas ! how oft^i has he cheated you with 
a may-be for a certainty, and made you put off a 
present season, a golden opportunity of profit 
and advantage, for some uncertain and unlikely 
gain. Beloved, the intention of this blessed ad- 
vice is to move you, by the consideration of the 
value of the present moment, to seek, and to 
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seek immediately, a more intimate acquaintance 
with God, which shall prove fatal to Satan's 
power over you, and open a source of unspeak- 
able blessedness to your spirit. Take these 
thoughts for your guide. 

Commence acquaintance with god 

NOW, FOR THESE are the VERY BEST 
DAT9 FOB THE PURPOSE TOU EVER WILL 

Youth is the most valuable and suitable time 
for gaining an acquaintance with God. It is 
the very prime of life. Now your memory is 
strong, your health good, your mind vigorous. 
This then is the time when God claims, and 
ought to have your acquaintance. The morning 
of your days, and the first-born of your strength, 
are surely hia, by every tie of duty and of love. 
And this is the paiticular time he asks you to 
begin this acquaintance : Ren en ber noio thy 
Creator, in the days of thy youth hie the 
evil days come not, nor tl e jea s d a v igh, 
when tliou shalt say, 1 ha e no pleasure in 
them." No time is ours but the present. The 
K 2 
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future is wisely concealed from our view, that 
we may improve every moment as we have it. 
The scripture, iJiearefore, uses but one word, 
"Now," or its equivalent, "To-day," when 
speaking of the time of mercy : ^ Nw) is the 
accepted time, to-day is the day of salvation." 
All its invitations are for the present moment. 
"Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, T(hday 
if ye will heariiis voice, harden not your hearts. 
Come, for all things are now ready. Son, go 
work tO'^y in my vineyard. Choose you this 
day whom you will serve." All its prcnnises 
are made for the same period, as well as for 
the future. "Godliness is profitaHe unto all 
things, having the promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come. The hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall won^ip the Father in spirit and truth. 
To-day do I declare that I will render double 
unto thee. From this day ynH I bless you. 
That he may establish thee to-day for a people 
to himself, and that he may be a God to thee, 
as he said unto thee." Its prayers lead to the 
same period. " Give us this day our daily 
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bread. Save now, O Lord ; I beseech thee, send 
now prosperity." 

And these exhortations and promises are con- 
siatent with God's general conduct to you. He 
daily loadeth you with his benefits; his mercies 
are new every morning and every evening. They 
are consistent with the Saviour's love. He spent 
the morning of his days in redeeming you. 
They are Consistent with your own conduct in 
the world. If you were in extreme want, and 
a person left a note at your house, containing 
a promise to provide largely for you, and invit- 
ing you to his friendship, you would think every 
moment too precious to be lost, until you had 
made his acquaintance. How differently do 
you act for eternity! You know that without 
a present acquaintance with the friend of sin- 
ners you must be miserable here, and perish 
eternally; and yet the day is put o£f, as if it 
were of no importance whether you are saved 
or lost. You say, I see no reason for severing 
myself from the world yet: my judgment is not 
yet matured; my opinions are not fixed; it will 
be time enough for me by and by. Is not the 
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young man told to rejoice in his youth, and 
to let his heart cheer him in the days of his 
youth? Yes; only go on with your quotation: 
"but know thou, that for all these things God 
will bring thee to judgment/' Consider with 
yourself at what time, if not at present, you 
determine to commence acquaintance with God ? 
Can you secure to-morrow as your own? Do 
you hold your life upon a less precarious tenure 
than that friend who fell yesterday by apo- 
plexy, or that neighbour who was suddenly 
seized with a spasm and died ? Will you strive 
to be acquainted with him when you reach 
your seventieth year; when your eyes grow 
dim, and your limbs tremble, and your taste 
for worldly pleasures is over? When you can 
no longer enjoy the world, then God may have 
your time. Is this your kindness to your friend? 
Young man, hearken to the voice of Grod : " Con- 
secrate yourselves to-day to the Lord; that he 
may bestow upon you a blessing this day J* And 
suffer me, my beloved young friends, lest Satan 
should get an advantage over you, (for I fear 
lest, as the serpent beguiled Eve, so your 
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mind should be beguiled from the simplicity 
that is in Christ,) suffer me yet further to plead 
with you for my Master, to begin an acquaint- 
ance with him. Give no heed to the suggestion 
of the enemy of souls, that you are not fit for 
heavenly society, but presently may overcome 
your sins, and be better qualified. Now be it 
ever remembered, that you are not invited to 
Christ because you are fit, but to make you 
so; not because you are "rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing," but be- 
cause you are "wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked;" in order to buy 
of him gold tried in the fire, and white raimeot 
tiiat you may he clothed, and to anoint your 
eyes with eye-salve, that you may see; and all 
without money and without price. 

Dear reader, it is probable you have been 
the burden of your minister's daily prayers, and 
the hope of his future years. Occasionally, 
when mercies have excited, or terrors alarmed 
your feelings, has he indulged the hope that 
you had corae to God through Christ; but, his 
hopes were visionary. The fear of presump- 
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tion has kept you back. Well, are you willing 
now to become the associate, the friend of God? 
Do you feel your heart melt at the recollection 
of his kindness and forbearance towards you? 
Let me then, this moment conduct you to the 
great Intercessor. Give him the hand of your 
faith, and he shall introduce you this day to his 
most gracious Majesty. Does your heart say. 

Now, Lord, I would be whoITj thine. 

And wholly live to thee : 
But may I hope that thoa wilt own 

A worthless worm like met 

Take an answer in his own words, and place it 
against all your fears, and sins, and unfitness: 
*^ I love them that love me, and those that seek 
me early shall find me." 

And let me not forget that this idea is equally 
applicable to you, my beloved, who know and 
love God. " Acquaint now thyself with him." 
You will never have a better day nor a better 
hour than the present, for this purpose. Do 
not think that when you have left off business, 
when your family is grown up, when your.in- 
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come is increased, when your cares are lessened, 
that then you will apply yourself to know more 
of Grod, I never knew the man that put off 
of growing acquaintance with God til! these 
times arriyed, who made much progress when 
they came. And the reason is evident. You 
know not what a day may bring forth, A thou- 
sand unknown trials in the family, cares of an 
unexpected kind, losses unconnected with busi- 
ness, and, above all, a total disrelish for the 
things of God, may accompany this paradise 
of pleasure and ease you are picturing to your- 
selves. It is very erroneous to suppose that 
having much lime on our hands will necessarily 
bring a devotional spirit; the contrary is gene- 
rally the case. When persons have little to do, 
they think any time but the present the best; 
Ihey defer their meetings with God till by and 
by, as they have no engagements; and the con- 
sequence is that many unexpected hinderances 
meet them, and they never retire at all, except 
just before they enter their beds, when they 
are generally very much fatigued with doing 
nothing. Whereas a person fully employed, if 
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he be fiphTtttaHy minded, will say, I know my 
engagements wffl teike up the greater portion 
of this day: if I do not secure these first mo- 
ments for God, I sh^U feel greater difficulty 
to retire hereafter, or it will be impossible. If 
there be a willing mmd, there will be seldom 
much ^iffictdty. A man will learn how to 
economize his time, to rise a little earlier, and 
form a plan to regtdate his household. Is not 
your irregularity the cause of your want of 
time? I feel convinced this was the method 
by which the old worthies obtained the time 
they gave to the Lord. David was a king, 
and more engaged Ihan you or I, and yet he 
found time to walk withm his house with a 
perfect heart, and at morning, and evening, and 
noon, to pray, arid cry aloud. Abraham was a 
man of most extensive business, who had three 
hundred and eighteen trained servants born in 
his own house, and yet he found time to com- 
mand his household, and walk himself before 
God. Joshua had the command of six hun- 
dred thousand men, yet he and his house would 
serve the Lord. O you had better lose a little 
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of your daily gain than the advantages of ac- 
quaintance with God. You wilt reap greater 
profits eventually from shutting your doors two 
hours in a day against the world, than by suf- 
fering the world to turn God out of your house. 
Your exalted privilege is to have the enjoyment 
of divine things row; and now to manifest to 
ail around what the grace of God has done for 
you. "There is therefore now no condemnation 
to those which are in Christ Jesus — who walk 
net after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Now 
being made free from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life." And therefore, tuiw, while 
the world surrounds you with cares, and your 
family with anxiety, and your business takes 
up much, very much, of your time; now carry 
4n this acquaintance with the greater vigour. 
Let the world and your family be benefited by 
it> Come among theilu, as Moses came from 
the mount of God, with your face shining 
through heavenly communion : let every day 
be a Sabbath, and every visit to the tlirone of 
grace a sacrament. " Take heed, brethren, lest 
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there be in any of you an evil heart of unbe- 
lief, in departing from the living God. but 
exhort one another daily, while it is called To- 
day ; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. For we are made pat- 
takers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of 
6ur confidence steadfast unto the end." 

2. Commence acquaintance with god 
now, because your former life has 
ibeen a life of comparative ignorance. 

It may be that you are not ignorant of the 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel; and that you 
have been well educated, by means of Cate- 
chisms and parental, admonitions; but has this 
amounted yet to any thing more than theory? 
Have you evier closed with Christ? Have you 
ever diligently, prayerfully, and earnestly, like 
one who felt its value, sought an interest in and 
communion with this precious Saviour? And 
if this iias not taken place, how much preferable 
is your religion to Balaam's? " I shall see him, 
but not now; I shall behold him, but not nigh." 
Few had more exalted conceptions of the Mes- 
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siah than he, and yet all his religious knowledge 
amounted to this, " Let me die the death of the 
righteou3,andlet my last end be like his:" not a 
word about living the life of the righteous. His 
acquaintance with Christ was to be future; 
" not now." And if your religious knowledge 
of Jesus has not produced the practical effect 
of making you desirous of knowing, loving, and 
seiring God, am I not justified in saying, that 
to this day it has been a life of ignorance ? And 
here laddress myself particularly to the children 
of pious parents. What is the reason we so often 
see you, who ought to be treading in the steps 
of gtjdly parents, avoiding the path of life, and 
passing it by, not only neglectful, but vile? Is 
not this the reason: that, content with the 
Jtnowledge of the way to heaven, you do not 
seek the influences of the holy Spirit to cause 
you to walk in it? You will not come to Jesu« 
that you might have life? When have you 
pleaded that promise made to your parents: 
" For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
ond floods upon the dry ground. I will pour 
my Spirit upon thy seed>and my blessing upon 
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thine oflspring: and they shall spring up as 
among the grass, as willows by the water courses. 
One shall say, I am the Lord's; and another 
flhall call himself by the name of Jacob; and 
another skall subscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel f Or that covenant declaration, " I will 
be a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee?" 
These are precious promises, which your parents 
have rejoiced in on your behalf; which have 
comforted their disconsolate hearts, and revived 
their hopes; that yet, even yet, their mocking 
and careless Ishmaels, might live before God. 
And these are your promises, yes, your pro- 
misel, my dearly beloved young people, which 
Grod is willing to fulfil on your behalf. And 
until they are fulfilled, your life will be an igno- 
rant life; — for though you spake with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and though you 
had the gift of prophecy, and understood all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though you 
had all faith, so that you could remove moun- 
tains; and though you bestowed all your goods 
to feed the poor, and though you gave your 
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body to be burned, and bad not love to God, it 
would profit you nothing. O may the holy 
Spirit induce you to cry, " He is my God, I will 
prepare him an habitation; my Father's God, 
and I will exalt him." 

Nor is this confined to those who are far from 
God, but it extends to you, beloved, who serve 
him. Happy indeed is the people whose God is 
the Lord, however little tliey know of him ; who 
have escaped the pollutions of the world, and 
have fled for refuge to the hope set before them 
in the gospel. But which of you must not say. 
How little do I know of him 1 How very little 
of my precious time has been given, to gain 
larger measures of his grace, and greater por- 
tions of his Spirit ! How little do I know of his 
covenant, his promises, hia work, his love! 
How many, who set out after me, have passed 
me long ago; know him more, love him more, 
serve him more, than I do ! From thia ignorance 
arise unbelief of his word, inurmurings at his 
providence, jealousies of his government, hard 
thoughts of his conduct, carelessness of divine 
communion, and disobedience to his commands. 
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And is this not the time to begin again? Is it 
not high time to awake out of sleep, seeing that 
now is our salvation nearer than when we be- 
lieved ? that now, " when, for the time we ought 
to have been teachers, we need that some one 
teach us, which be the first principles of the 
oracles of God, and are become such as have 
need of milk, and not of strong meat?*' My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be. Do 
not, like many, be content with merely escaping 
hell. Let not your salvation remain uncertain, 
but give all diligence to make your calling and 
election sure; to attain the full assurance of 
hope, and to know whom you have believed. 
Bet about this work in earnest, encouraging your 
hearts with* this assurance, ^'Then shall we 
know, if we follow on to know the Lord : his 
going forth is prepared as the morning; and he 
shall come unto us as the rain, as the former 
and the latter rain upon the earth." 
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2. COMMEKCE ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD 
NOW, WHILE TOU BEE NOMBEItS OF PRO- 
FESSING CHRISTIANS DISHONOURING HIM. 

That 18 the time to be more devoted to our 
friend, when we see others desert him. Many 
young' people would turn this into an ailment 
for shunning God, because many who profess 
to be christians laugh at communion with him, 
and account heavenly meditation and prayer 
fanaticism and folly. "Shew thyself a man," 
said David to Solomon, on his dying bed. 
How? By boasting the superiority of reason: 
by rejecting revelation; or by refusing the yoke 
of Christ, and living in the indulgence of un- 
bridled passions? O no! "Keep the charge of 
the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep 
his statutes, and his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his testimonies, that thou mayest 
prosper in alt that thou doest, and whithersoever 
thou turnest thyself." True courage, and the 
highest reason, are so to live that men can bring 
no greater chai^ against you than Daniel's 
enemies did ^^ainst him. "We shall find no 
occasion against Daniel, except we find it 
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against him concerning the law of his God.*' O 
be not led away with the error of the wicked ! 
It is a truth confirmed by daily experience, of 
which I take you to record this day, that " the 
wages of sin is death." You have witnessed 
the misery and death which a life of ungodli- 
ness purchases. I charge you not to forget this; 
" The end of these things is death." Daniel 
charged this as the great crime upon Belshaz- 
zar, that he forgat " the punishment of his father, 
who was driven from the sons of men; and his 
heart was made like the beasts, and his dwell- 
ing was ^th the wild asses; they fed him with 
grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high 
God ruleth in the kingdom of men, and that he 
appointeth over it whomsoever he will. And 
thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knewest all this,** And 
while you see others turning their backs upon 
God, and disdaining his friendship, will ye also 
go away ? Will you join league with the wicked 
against him ? While he is knocking at the door 
of your heart by the ministry of his word, will 
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you bribe conscience to say you are too much 
engaged, and cannot open to him? That be far 
from you. Acquaint thyself now with him, and 
be at peace. 

And does not this very consideration move 
you, believer, to commence a greater intimacy 
with God ? See how he is wounded in the house 
of his friends! Demas and Judas, Alexander 
and Diotrephes, still live in the persons of many 
professed disciples. What confonnity to the 
world, what indecision of character, what low 
morality, what indulgence of the flesh, what 
stretches of christian liberty, do many manifest! 
You say the fear of singularity operates very 
much against your decision of character. But 
what dread, my beloved, should you feel to be 
singularly good; to have God for your friend; 
the holy angels for your ministering spirits; 
Christ for your Saviour ; and heaven for your 
home? Shall tlie fear of being accounted sin- 
gular by those whose good opinion is not worth 
having, induce you to suffer Satan to take un- 
molested possession of your soul ? Did ever 
holy, wise, virtuous, heavenly-minded men, rank 
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those with fools who sought first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness? Will tiot the 
enemies of God rather envy than blame your 
singularity at the day of judgment? Will it 
be any gratification in hell, to reflect that you 
came there by not being singular; that you 
followed the customs and maxims of great and 
ungodly men, and will have them for your com- 
panions for ever? Will you destroy your soul 
for company's sake? Is it not dreadful to think, 
that you are bartering away that invaluable 
jewel, for the short-lived applause of your fellow 
sinners? Like the rulers who believed on him, 
but were afraid to confess him, lest they should 
be turned out of the synagogue, because they 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of 
Grod. O think of the worth of your precious 
soul ! What should it profit you, if you should 
gain the whole world, and lose your own soul ? 
Beloved, seek not the praise of men. Dare to 
be singularly good. Regard not the opinion 
of half-hearted professors. In a very little time, 
it will be of small importance to you whether 
the world hated or loved you. Ask yourselves 
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what does the word of God say, and then stand 
to that, against all the expedients, accommo- 
dations, and worldly schemes of men. And 
this is his word: " If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him : the friend- 
ship of the world is enmity with God." 
what you may to reconcile them, God and th< 
world will never coalesce : balls, and thea- 
tres, and card parties, are utterly irreconcileabli , 
with a healthy state of mind, and conununi) 
with God. To be one day in God's house, and"' 
another in the theatre; one time drink: 
cup of salvation, and another the cup of the 
drunkard; this evening filling your mouth with 
the praises of Christ, and to-morrow singing to 
the praises of Cupid; now associating with the 
saints, then walking with, and as, the ungodly; 
is but the life of many professors. The circle 
of their conduct forms the face of a barometer; 
on its dial-plate are engraved, in legible cha- 
racters, on one side, "for God," on the other, 
"for the world:" the hand that points to these 
characters is covetousness,and the mercury that 
moves it is temporal interest. If this moving 
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principle change the position of this hand to 
God, God they follow; if to the world, the 
world they follow: but its daily position is be- 
tween both. Do not therefore listen for a mo- 
ment to the ensnaring plea of many, that you 
will injure the cause by your exactness; that if 
you will concede a little ^ou may win the un- 
godly ; or that by union with such a person you 
may save their souls from death. By going half 
way to meet them, they may take you a long 
distance on their road; but not one inch of your 
path will they tread, till they are made willing 
in the day of God's power. Be decided fox 
God, and they will admire your consistency, 
while they hate you. Use all scriptural methods 
for their' conyersion; but diverge not from the 
straight path of duty, whatever be your temp- 
tations, or threatenings, or persecutions, know- 
ing that " if we say we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: but, if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleans- 
*»th us from all sin." Have that faith, my 
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biBdiren, which overU(»iies the world. Uve but 
in heaven, aod you may defy it, as the three 
children did Nebuchadnezzar: "We are not 
careful to Euiswerlheein this matter; but if it be 
80," if we are to lose thy favour, and the good 
word of all the world, "we know that our God 
is able to beliver us." You chose him, beloved, 
as your single inheritance. You entered 
Christ's service upon these conditions : " If any 
man will be mydiBciple,let him take up his crou 
daily, and follow me." Study not then to riil 
yourself of that cross. Let it be your glory. 
Be not ashamed of him. Be not ashamed of 
his words. Be not aahamed of the testimony 
of tlie Lord. Put shame on stu, but never let 
it be appended to the Saviour's perfect right- 
eousness and blessed society. " Put on there- 
fore," every morning you rise, and wear every 
day you live, "tJie whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to stand in the evil day, and 
having done all to stand. For I beard a voicB 
from heaven saying. Come out of heT,my people 
that ye be not partakers of her plagues," 
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4. Commence acquaintance with god 
now, because now he invites you to 
his acquaintance. 

Methinks I hear your thoughts : Well, if I 
could but be assured that God would welcome 
me, and had actually given me an invitation, 
then I could approach him without fear; but 
no one knows my sinfulness. O how my guilt 
rises up before my mind. Can God receive 
such an unworthy creature as I am into his 
friendship? You may well wonder at such 
love; but you shall see that all the unwilling- 
ness to divine communion is on your part, not 
on his. Are you a backslider, who has de- 
parted from his ways in heart, if not in life, 
and sinned both against knowledge and love? 
Well : he would heal the breach this day. He 
stretches out the hand of friendship to you> 
and in accents of love and fidelity says, "O 
Israel, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you 
words, and turn unto the Lord ; say imto him. 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra- 
ciously, so will we render the calves of our 



ACQUAIKTAXCE WITH GOD. 131 

lips. I will heal their backsliding, 1 will love 
them freely, for mine anger is turned away from 
him." Ave you in great darkness of mind, 
saying-, " O that I knew where I might find 
him. I would go even to bia seat?" To you 
this invitation is expressly sent : "I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of 
peEkce, and not of evil, to give you an expected 
end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall 
go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto 
you. Ye shall seek me and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with your whole heart.' 
And you, my beloved young friend, whose 
rents long to see your heart given ap to Chrii 
and are praying day and night for your salva- 
tion, behold a promise to you full of strong 
affection; read h, and be amazed. "Where- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, and touch no unclean thing, and I 
will receive you, and will be a father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty." And to you, O sinner, 
who have never trodden in his paths, nor ever 
courted, bat shunned his ac()uaintance ; yo« 
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who have had so many mercies, so many warn- 
mgs, so many narrow escapes from death, and 
made so many tows; ^^Come now, and let us 
reason^ together, saith the Lord; though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool." If yon stifl think I have 
not specified yonr character, take this sum- 
mary invitation. ^* Him that cometh unto me 
I will in no wise cast out.*' Honour him by 
believing his word. Set it down in your minds 
that he b faithful, that he means what he says. 
Put him to the test, and you shall know he 
does not mock you. Believe not the men of 
the world, nor your heart, when they tell you 
it is all enthusiasm. Make the trial for your- 
self; for there is no reason why you should not 
acquaint yourself now with him, and be at 
peace, that good may come unto you. 

Retreat beneath his mng8, 

And in his grace eonfide ; 
This more exalts the RiBf of kings 

Than all jour works beside. 



"1 

OF ACQUAINTAHCJi^H 



The advantages are suggested by two expres- 
BioQS, ia the passage at the commencement of 
this volume; "Be at peace:" and, "good shall 
come unto thee." The first of these may be 
read either as an injunction or a promise. " Be 
at peace:" that is, lay down the weapons of 
your unlawful warfare, and become friends. 
You are now fighting against God, and can 
know no quietude in such a battle. "There 
is no peace, aaith my God, to the wicked; they 
are like the troubled sea, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt." No sinner can. have peace with 
God, but by embracing his Son, whom he has 
set upon his holy hill of Zion; for he is our 
peace. Nor until then can be have any peace 
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in his conscience; he is necessarily subject to 
alarms. And if he is actually undisturbed, it 
is a false peace, built on a treacherous founda- 
tion; "as he that lieth down in the midst of 
the sea, or as he that sleepeth upon the top of 
a mast." Though he may fancy himself secure, 
he is not safe. The meaning therefore is. Fall 
in with God's terms. Cease your opposition to 
his plan of mercy, and be at peace. 

The phrase, however, implies much more. 
It imports that peace is the happy result and 
blessed effect o( the course enjoined. Acquaint- 
ance with God and peace with God, are two 
links in one chain, inseparably connected. Yon 
'cannot possess the one without the other. By 
this acquaintance then^ you shall have, 

I. A DELIGHTFUL FREEDOM FROM THE 
ACCUSATIONS OF CONSCIENCE. 

He that has been convinced of his condition 
by the Spirit of God, and has seen by the law 
of God the dreadful punishment to which he 
has been exposed, knows something of the 
pangs of an accusing conscience. 



ACQllAIHTrtNCE WITH COD. 135 

How sweet is ddiverance from ancli torment- 
ing bondage I How blessed is tliat man who 
feels himself released from the law as a cove- 
nant of works; walking at large wjtliout his 
prison fetters; no longer baviug the sentence of 
condemnation Bounding in his ears, nor the pros- 
pect of everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord before his eyes; but holding in his 
hand the title-deed of a glorious inheritance; 
having within an earnest of a paradise more 
beautiful, fragrant, and durable, than the fabled 
gardens of Adonis; one that is incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for him. He is no longer the King's 
prisoner, but the King's son, with liberty to 
dwell in hia palace, ait at his table, partake of 
his embraces, and be made fully like hiro. For 
that same sjurit, which was before tossed with 
tempests, and not comforted, having the billows 
of his wralh going over it, and the arrows of 
the Almiglity sticking fast in it, the poison 
whereof drank it up, now to hear, "Thus saith 
thy Lord, the Lord, and thy God, that pleadeth 
llic cause of bis people, Behold I have taken 
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out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the 
dregs of the cup'of my fury. Thou shalt no more 
drink it again !" Surely this is peace indeed. 

And this, my beloved, shall be the advan- 
tage of your growing acquaintance with Grod. 
You shall see Jesus made of God unto you 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re^ 
demption. You shall see your sins forgiven 
through his blood. You shall see the covenant 
of peace ratified and concluded in his death. 
You shall see his perfect and everlasting righ- 
teousness securing your present peace, against 
the accusations of Satan, the rigours of the law, 
and the demands of the justice of God; and 
forming your entire justification before him. 
You shall see God loving you, and well pleased 
with you through his Son. And what are all the 
wealth, and gaiety, and honours of the world, 
to such inward tranquillity as this? 

The result of acquaintance with God is not 
merely to give you a knowlege of these things, 
but, by being constantly in his presence, to 
maintain the holy savour of them upon the 
heart; so that conscience shall be appeased 
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and cleared, and the mtnd kept free from un- 
necessary alarms. The main thing in the spiri- 
tual life is, to maintain the freshness of our 
deliverance ; to feel as if we were released from 
bondage but yesterday; to have a lively recol- 
lection of our former misery; and to he sensible 
of the obligations under which we are laid to 
him " who brought us up out of the horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, and set our feet upon a rock, 
and established our goings; who hath putanew 
aong in our mouth, even praise unto our God." 
And in this you will discover the difference be- 
tween those who constantly walk with God, 
and those who neglect him. There will be a 
levity and indifference where the knowledge of 
these blessed truths is only in the head ; like a 
person talking of the happiness of a man whom 
the king had graciously pardoned, but not ex- 
periencing the feelings of joy, love, and grati- 
tude, which would flow spontaneously from the 
lips of the recipient of the royal bounty, if he 
were to tell us himself. The former cannot 
enter into the happiness of the latter. O it is 
daily seeing thyself no longer a debtor to God, 
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except to his sovereign grace; thy debt, thy 
whole debt, paid, and paid for ever, and the 
bond cancelled; that will bring a holy quietude 
to the mind. This the apostle thus expressed: 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with Grod, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God." 

Acquaintance with Grod will give you, 

2. A HOLY SERENITY OF MIND IN THE 
TROUBLES OF LIFE. 

Not that you shall escape trouble, or have 
fewer trials than the ungodly. You are bom 
to trouble; it is your birthright through sin. 
Nor will living to God lessen their number, for 
many are the afflictions of the righteous. Saints 
in all ages have found this a troublesome world. 
Their path has been filled with thorns. Their 
families, or relations, or circumstances, have 
been far from pleasant. And God may call 
you, like Job, to part with your children, 
and your property, and your health, and turn 
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your ■wife and friends against you, and leave 
you desolate and alone. But though acquaint- 
ance with God does not abridge troubles, it 
wiU quiet your soul under them. It will teach 
you the source from whence they proceed. 

Faith in his love and care shall enable your 
spirit to ascend through the clouds which hang 
over your concerns on earth, and discover a 
cloudless sky beyond them, the Lord himself, 
your friend, sending and overruling them. Un- 
less our minds are taken away from second 
causes, and fixed on the great first Cause, we 
shall know little of peace. We shall be blam- 
ing this person, and that circumstance, as the 
origin of our affliction; distracting our minds 
with censure and retribution; anger, malice, 
evil speaking, and discontent, will manifest 
themselves; and we shall be busily employed 
to disentangle our feet out of the net, instead 
of waiting and praying for deliverance from 
heaven. But an acquaintance with him, as 
our Father, who is in this affliction dealing with 
us as with sons, will subdue our minds to the 
sweetest submission. We shall say, The rod is 
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in my Father's hand, and my Faliier's name is 
LOVE. He loved me so as to purpose my salya- 
tion, and give his Son for^me; to send his Spirit 
to renew my nature, and to promise me heaven; 
and shall I doubt that he loves me now, though 
he holds a scourge? No: "Whom the Lord 
loveth he correcteth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.*' I know that if he had 
intended to destroy me, he would not have 
shewn me such things as these. All the agents 
of my sorrow are but the twigs of his rod, whatr- 
ever their character may be. He is now strik- 
ing me hard blows, blows which I feel at my 
very heart; but he saturates his rod with love ; 
and the harder he strikes, the more love accom- 
panies it ; so that my wounds are heeded by 
the same hand that inflicts them. 

O how will such acquaintance with God hush 
the mind to peace ! See what effect it produced 
in spirits of old time. David, as a father, was 
greatly afflicted. Absalom his son, a young 
man unequalled in Israel for beauty, and evi- 
dently a favourite with his parent, rebelled 
against him, attempting to deprive him both 
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of hia throne and his life. When fleeing from 
his ungrateful child, another trouble met him, 
of R most grievous and unexpected kind. A 
venerable man' fleeing from an ungodly child 
would excite pity in the bosom of most pe sons; 
but Shimei came owt and cu sed the 1 oken- 
hearted father, saying, "Con e o come out, 
thou bloody man : the Lord ha h returned upon 
thee all the blood of the house of bawl wl ose 
stead thou hast reigned, and the Lord hath de- 
livered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom 
thy son; and behold tliou art taken in thy 
mischief, because thou art a bloody mani 
And then Abishai, the aon of Zeniiah, said 
unto the king, "Why should this dead dog 
curse my lord the king? Let me go over, I 
pray thee, and take off his head." Now Abl- , 
shai looked at second causes. He saw onljr 
Shimei cursing; he could discover nothing of J 
the counsel, superintendence, and love of God, J 
in all this affair, and therefore his soul wall J 
enraged against the offender: but David looked J 
through Shimei to his God, who he knew loved J 
him, and was then chastising him; and s 
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only as «n mslrument to execute his pur- 
pose. Tbis quieted his mind, and he replied, 
'* What hav^ I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah? So let him curse, because the Lord 
hath said unto him, Curse David. Who then 
shall say, Wherefore hast thou done so? And 
Pavid said unto Abiahai, and to all his ser- 
vants, Behold my son, which came forth c^ my 
bowels, seeketh my life: how much more now 
may this Benjamite do it? IM him akaie^ and 
let him curse: fear the Lofd hath iMddea hinoL 
It may be that the Xoxdk wiU k>Qk upon ndne 
afiSkictioa, aod thstit the Locd wiJl requite good 
for his cursing this day.'' 

Oa another occasion, when with rebukes the 
Lord had chastened him for iniquity, and made 
his beauty to consume away like a moth, how 
did he bear it? "I was dumb, I opened not 
my mouth:** why? "because thou didst it;** 
And that caimot be wrong which thou dost;: 
there must be a necessity for it, if thou hast 
done it. Li the same spirit we see Eli receir^ 
ing the intelligence of the death of his- two 
sona; and two sona in the ministry; dignitaries^ 
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in the church; cut down in the midst of their 
work, and under the most awful circumstances. 
"It is the Lord; let him do what seemeth him 
good." Perhaps few everhad such grievous and 
quickly succeeding calamities as Job. Wave 
after wave came rolling in upon him, till all 
that he had was swept away; and yet he did 
not utter one revengeful word against the Chal- 
deans and Sabeans, the lightning and the wind, 
which had destroyed and taken away his pro- 
perty and family. No: he discerns his hea- 
venly Father's commission in their hands. Thia 
stays his murmuring, so that he can worship as 
composedly when ten children are destroyed, 
his whole fortune lost, and his future pros- 
pects blasted, as when prosperity abounded, 
and his sons and daughters surrounded him. 
"Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, 
and worshipped, and said, Naked came I out 
of my mother's womb, and naked shall 1 return 
thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; and blessed be the name of the 
Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged 
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God foolishly." He manifested in the affliction 
no stoical apathy and indifference; he felt it, 
and felt it severely; but he was quiet, that he 
might hear the rod, and him that had appointed 
it. The Lord never intends that we should be 
insensible to his rod. It would cease to be a 
rod, if we did not feel it This would be to de- 
spise the chastening of the Lord, and is for- 
bdden as much as fainting under it. And 
therefore the apostle does not censure the He- 
brew strangers for heaviness through manifold 
temptations, but only raises two banks, one on 
either side, namely, the almighty power of Gk)d, 
and the electing love of God, that their sorrow 
might softly glide between them^ like a peace- 
ful and quiet river that never overflows its 
banks : or in other words, that the love of God, 
by which they were chosen, justified, called, 
and fitted for their inheritance, and the power 
of God, by which they were kept from the de- 
structive effects of all their trials, unto salva- 
tion, were objects in which they should greatly 
rejoice, and which might more than counter^ 
balance their weightiest sorrows. ^ 



ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 145 

O are you now in affliction, and possessing 
a rebellious, murmuring spirit; thinking that 
the Lord hath dealt hardly with you, in taking 
away the desire of your eyes with a stroke ? 
Beloved, acquaint yourself now with him, and 
you shall be soon at peace, as calm and tran- 
quil as a summer's evening. Why should not 
you hearken to him, rather than to the voice of 
a stranger? And this is hia voice: obey it, 
and you shall be in subjection to the Father of 
spirits, and live, " Come, my people, enter thou 
into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
thee: hide thyself, as it were for a little mo- 
ment, until the indignation be overpast." 

Acquaintance wiih God shall teach you the 
end for which he sends your trials. 

Every affliction has an errand ; and is sent to 
accomplish some special purpose. His general 
designs are to prevent, imbitter, and mortify sin, 
to quicken, improve, and cherish out graces ; 
to make himself glorious in our eyes, by sup- 
port and deliverance. But it may not always 
be our lot to discover quickly the peculiar rea- 
sons of our trial; it is only necessary to our 



146 ACQUAIlfTAirCE WITH GOD. 

happiness that we should know in general that 
it is for our profit, that we might be partakers 
of his holmess. He predestinated us to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, and these sor- 
rows are parts of his plan to accomplish his 
purpose. O what a soul-quieting consideration 
is this ! All my trials God sends to make me 
like Christ. Folly is bound up in the heart of 
his child; but his rod of correction is to drive 
it out, that I maybe more prudent, like my Sa* 
viourl Much pride inhabits my bosom; this 
affliction is to bum it up, that I may be more 
humble, like the Lamb of God ! My soul cleaves 
to the dust, and is too much attached to earth ; 
but this heavy stroke is to divide me from it, 
and make me more heavenly-minded, like Jqsus 1 
Now if we can discover that all things are work- 
ing together for our good, and that the Lord 
has no end to answer but our blessedness, we 
shall never be disposed to murmur. We can 
well leave in such hands the especial reason of 
all his dispensations, till we arrive where he is; 
for what we know not now, we shall know here- 
after. The map of his providence will be laid 
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before us, and we shall then learn why we were 
led by such apparently opposite roads to bring 
us to a city of habitation. The picture of 
needlework is now on the wrong side, and ap- 
pears all confused ; but it shall then be turned, 
and the beauty of the colours, the harmony of 
theparts, and the correctness of the desiga, shall 
be as conspicuous as the roughness and indis- 
tinctness were before. Remember therefore, 
tliat the only thing you want to inspire the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding, and- 
which keeps the mind, as in a fortress, against 
the storms of life, is acquaintance with God ; 
to know him in hia dispensations so well, that 
you can justify him in all the seemingly con- 
tradictory providences with which he visits you ; 
or in extreme darkness of soul to say, " O my 
God, I cry in the day-time, but thou hearest not, 
and in the night season I am not silent. But 
thou art holy, thou that inhabitest the praises 
of Israel." As if he should say, I cannot tell 
the reason why my prayers are not answered, 
and my soul is still in darkness; nevertheless, I 
cannot hnpeach his veracity, or love. He is 
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holy Still. '^ Clouds and darkness are round 
about hiniy but righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne." O this will dis- 
pose you calmly to bear his rebukes. Look at 
his design; and what you cannot comprehend, 
leave till the day when "the trial of your faith, 
which is much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried in the fire, shall be 
found to praise, and honour, and glory, at the 
appearance of Jesus Christ." 

Acquaintance with God will inspire, 

3. A SWEET SATISFACTION IN THE WHOLE 
or HIS WILL. 

Your condition in life may differ from that of 
many whom you may be disposed occasionally 
to envy. Did you possess their opportunities, 
their talents, and their possessions, how happy 
you would be, and what good you would effect! 
But this is the result of carnal apprehensions of 
your Father which is in heaven. A greater ac- 
quaintance with him would rectify this mistake, 
80 fatal to your peace. The election of your 
state is his prerogative, as well as that of your 
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person; and he has exercised it with as great 
wisdom and love. "Should it be according to 
thy mind '!" If you refleet upon your experi- 
ence, you must say, No, Lord; hadst thou given 
me the desires of my proud, discontented, igno- 
rant heart, I have seen enough to convince me 
that I must have been ruined. How unreason- 
able then it is in you, a child, to wish to direct 
your Father! or that you, a servant, should 
aspire to command your Master ! And are you 
not often doing this by your conduct? You 
think it right that God should exah those whom 
you prefer, and punish those whom you dislike. 
You would rather have had that child spared 
which he chose to take, than all your family be- 
■ide. You think that your afflictions are unsuit- 
able; that you could better bear almost any trial 
than this; any cross than this; tliat if they were 
shorter and lighter, they would better suit your 
condition and weakness. What arrogance is it to 
suppose that we could order our affairs better 
for ourselves, than he could for us! What sin 
and folly are connected with such a spirit! 
And what misery! The mind id such a state 
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18 very far from peace. How desirable then is 
acquaintance with Grod ! This inspires a sweet 
satisfaction in his will, and a holy contentment 
with our lot. Practise it, my beloved ; use all 
the means Grod has put into your hands to at- 
tain it, and you shall say, This very condition 
is the best for me. I know his loving heart too 
well to suppose that, if a more prosperous one 
would benefit my soul, make me more heavenly- 
minded, and bring me faster to heaven, I should 
not have it. I am content, O Lord; quite con- 
tent. O the sweet peace I find, while the ema- 
nations of my will are but the reflected purposes 
of my God ! Thou lovest me. This is my strong 
hold, and I must, I cannot but be satisfied with 
the will of Love. I have wished for more riches, 
more health, more domestic comforts; but when 
I reflect, what I have is quite good enough for 
me. I am a pilgrim, and shall not stay here 
long; and it matters little what my fare is by 
the way, if I do but come to my Father's house 
in peace. Persons on an excursion often say. 
Our lodgings are not quite so comfortable as we 
could wish them ; but we can easily put up with 
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them, as we stay only a short time, and then we 
are g;oing home. And shall 1 repine at a few 
trouhlea, which cross my corrupt inclinations, 
and require some sacrifices, when these are in 
the way to the mansions which Christ is gone 
to prepare for me in heaven? I cannot see, O 
Lord, as thou canst, nor feel as thou dost, or I 
should choose as thou choosest. I have there- 
fore given up my property, ray children, my 
servants, and myself, into thine hand, and 
henceforth would live like a child under a 
father's care, having all thmgs provided with- 
out my own interference. Lord, not my will, 
but thine be done! I love that good, and per- 
fect, and acceptable will of my God : accept- 
able indeed to me now, because I see it both 
good and perfect. To this end was 1 born 
again, that I should no longer live the rest of 
my time in the flesh, to the lusts of men, but to 
the will of God. I have but One supremely to 
serve and love ; freed from ail my former lords 
which have had dominion over me, I now make 
mention only of his name, him only desiring to 
please, by obeying his will. Command tbete- 
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fore, O Lord, what thou wilt, and take from m^ 
what thou pleasest; thou hast my heart, and I 
am thine for ever. I am satisfied. 

Do not sup{5ose this to be a reverie of a fan- 
ciful imagination, or a state unattainable by 
christians of the present age. It is the direct fruit 
of acquaintance with God. The more fully I 
understand that all my parent commands me to 
perform, or requires me to sacrifice, is sug- 
gested by love to me, and will be conducive 
to my advantage, the more I shall feel satisfied 
with his will, and the more cheerfully render 
him obedience. Satisfaction in the will of God 
will arise from the same source, namely, a set- 
tled assurance that all the things which cross 
my will, however contrary to the common ex- 
pectations of men, do spring from regard to my 
best interests, arise out of the plans of infinite 
wisdom, and will ultimately produce invaluable 
blessings. Now this satisfaction is to be .gained 
by constant intercourse with God, and by no 
other plan. It is a life above a worldling. He 
is filled with plans and expedients to rid him- 
^ of hk troubles, while the saint resolves them 
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into God's will, and finds peace. He is no 
more affected than a man would be, who hears 
the rattling of the hail, while he aits within the 
house at a sumptuous feast : if, as it were,'Iook' 
ing out of the window, he sees the storm beat- 
ing upon his estate, his children, and his tem- 
poral comforts, it touches not his inner man; 
for "he that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Moat High, ahall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty. He shall cover him with his feathers, 
and under his wings shall he tniat." He shall 
have warmth without heat; protection without 
oppression; rest without labour; ease without 
care. What a blessed condition ! And this is 
all promised to those who acquaint themselves 
with God, " Let us labour therefore to enter 
into that rest; for he that hath entered into his 
rest hath ceased from his own works, as God . 
did from his." , m 

Peace, however, is not all we are to expect | 
from acquaintance with God, for it is added, 
" good shall come unto thee," Now the pro- 
mise implies the communication of every thing 
that can be considered a blessing; every thii^ j 
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that can be esteemed a real good, suitable to 
our condition, and adapted to our happiness. 
The promise assures us good diall come to 
ust come, as a free gift; come to us, arise 
out of acquaintance with €rod by a direct and 
natural tendency; come to us, and abide 
with us for ever. The promise therefore 
includes several ideas. 

1. Temporal good shall come unto 

THEE. 

By this I do not mean that you shall have 
large possessions. It is not necessary to con- 
stitute our bliss, that we revel in luxury, or that 
we should be clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and fare sumptuously every day. Unsanctified 
wealth and poverty are both great curses; one 
can hardly tell which is the most productive of 
misery, the murmurings, discontent, and theft, 
occasioned by poverty, or the prodigality, pro- 
fligacy, and penuriousness, which accompany 
wealth. Therefore Agur prayed: "Two things I 
have required of thee, deny me them not before 
7 die; Remove far from me vanity and lies: 



^ne me neither poverty nor riches; feed me 
with lood Lonvenieal for me : lest I be full and 
deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest ! 
bL poor and «teal, and take the name of my 
God in vain In both these conditions one 
thing only was the object of dread to his mind r 
he does not fear riches, because he should be 
envied by his neighbour, or encumbered with 
care; nor poverty, because he must work for hia 
bread, or be trampled on by the wealthy; but 
lest they should bring him greater temptations 
to sin against God. Agur supposed there was 
as much evil in one state as the other, and 
therefore deprecates both. If wealth and 
' earthly prosperity be blessings, on how few of 
thebest of men are they bestowed! The greater 
part of God's people are now, what they weie 
formerly," a poor aod an afflicted people." You 
may discover the value God sets upon riches 
by the persons on whom, generally speaking, he 
bestows them. They are emphatically styled 
by the Psalmist, " (Ae men of the world, who 
have their portion in this life, whose belly thou. 
fiUest with thy hidden treiuures. I was eo^ 




\/A j^>^ trrr t5^«ri ▼rrx ^aol 



%t^kiH0L t^M iiut peat tfwigi of tkei vqiU 

«rMM^ 4<^ui ftTjiC giowwf m diOB. Bat sKqaaunt- 
MK^ wkb ikfA w9 tl^Mp off ywir temporal 
piH$4;$$usm$ witk a hUttimg, 

ft mtfi maictify them, and make diem real 
^lUrMMn^ to jroiL ^Tbecaneof tlieLoid is in 
iU^, \tfMm (A the wickecf Ftmntnie, and pro- 
fft^riyf Mui v/naforiMf he has peiliapB in greater 
ttimtulatuit than you; but fo long at his heart 
k o\t\Hm*A to God, he hat them with a curse. 
** Hut Ih? I^Uenffeth the habitation of the just/* 
Your domentic onjoymcnti will come to you 
throiif(h the channel of covenant love and faith- 
fiilnciNN; that covenant which he has ordered in 
all thiuffs, and made sure: you will see them 
nil HUuliiK immediately from his hand, and re- 
0()|cnlM« the pfiver in the gift. You will make a 
JiiiMih*iulaildftr of them, and ascend by them to 
yviWf VMm mi your Ood. If you are poor. 
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yea, in the situation of Lazarus, it will afford 
you an unmeasurable sweetness to look up, and 
say. The Ejord is the portion of mine inheritance, 
and of my cup; thou maintainest my lot. I 
have no manors, but be ia my inheritance; f 
have no silver cups, or golden tankards, to drink 
delicious wines from my cellar, but I drink of 
the rippling brook out of my brown earthen jug, 
and the water ia made sweeter to me than wine, 
and the jug ennobled above gold, while I re- 
member "the Lord is the portion of my cup." 
Yes; " the lines are fallen to me in pleasant 
places;" though I live in a cottage, I have with 
him " a goodly heritage." And what are eartljly 
possessions without this blessing? The bless- 
ing of the Lord, that maketh rich, and eiddeth 
no sorrow with it. I can eat my crumbs of 
bread, which have fallen from the rich man's 
table, or which I have earned with the sweat of 
my brow, and feel that, " Better is a little with 
the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and 
trouble therewith. Better is a dinner of herbs 
where the love of God ts, than a stalled ox and 
hatred therewith." 



^ 
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If yoa aie ridi, acqaaintanoe with God wilt 
teach you to hold all in trust for him; to use 
your ingenuity in making wings to your richeSy 
that they may fly into the cottages of the poor^ 
the laps of the household of faith, and the huts 
of the heathen, lest the rust should corrupt, and 
the moths eat, and thieves steal them; and so 
take away the corroding care of keeping them, 
and the distressing fear of losii^ them, and 
bring the blessing of him that was ready to 
perish upon you. It will fill you with the same 
pity which he who bestowed them upon you 
had for your soul. You will ask with wonder 
in his presence, Lord, why have I found grace 
in thy sight, and why hast thou taken know- 
ledge of me, seeing I was a stranger to thee, 
as well as my poor neighbours; bat am distin- 
guished so far above them, as to be made an 
almoner of my Lord's bounty? You will find 
that there is a real luxury in such godlike 
activity; and that it is, as Jesus said, more 
blessed to give than to receive. And as fast 
as you lay out for God, his blessing will bring 
*' '^ck again with interest. "Thy bams shall 
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be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst 
out with new wine." Yes; "all these bless- 
ings shall come upon thee, and overtake thee, 
if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, 
and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed 
he the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the in- 
crease of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 
Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store ; 
blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out: and 
all tbe people of the earth shall see that thou art 
called by the name of the Lord." O my beloved, 
God shall never let you be losers by loving and 
serving him. Though he took away all that Job 
had for a little time, it was only that he might 
give him twice as much as he had before. And 
if he take it now from you, it is to make you 
rich towards God, that you may know better 
how to use it when he gives it you again. He 
can turn the heart of a miser into a springing 
well of liberality towards you, and, if you have 
need, command a widow woman to sustain you; 
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only acquaint yourselves with him, and be at 
peace, and good shall come unto you. Whe- 
ther poor or rich, you shall have his blessing. 
He will rejoice over you to do you good, with 
his whole heart, and with his whole soul, saying, 
" O my Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full 
of the blessing of the Lord." 

Acquaintance with God will prove a check 
to sin. 

Offences are always more severely felt from 
an acquaintance than from a foe, because the 
laws of friendship strictly prohibit every act 
but those of mutual kindness. David said, '* It 
was not an enemy that reproached me; then I 
could have borne it: neither was it he that 
hated me that did magnify himself against me; 
then I would have hid myself from him ; but it 
was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel 
together, and walked unto the house of God in 
company." And God brings you into acquaint- 
ance with him, that the love which his presence 
inspires may make you fear to offend him. He 
knows that sin is the great preventive to the 
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communication of good, and that no happiness 
or blessing; can rest where sin is committed. 
Sin introduced all our misery into the world, 
and can bring no other fruit. If you can be 
furnished with a motive strong enough to turn 
this enemy to God and yourself out of your 
house and your heart, good shall come unto 
jroiL And what motives can be stronger than 
love and gratitude? I was a guilty, polluted 
offender of my God, hurrying on to destruction 
careless of the consequences : " He found me in 
a desert land, in the waste howling wilder- 
ness; he led me about, he instructed me, he 
kept me as the apple of his eye. As an eagle 
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, 
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, bear- 
eth them on her wings; so the Lord alone did 
lead me, and there was no strange God with 
me. He raised me as a be^ar from the dung- 
hill, and set me among princes, even the 
princes of his people." O how can I sin against 
him, my best friend? 1 would not grieve his 
kind heart for the world. He has laid 
me under such obligatioDs to honour him 



^ 
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with my body and spirit, which are his, that 
I would rather lose all I have than excite his 
displeasure. 

Dr. Doddridge informs us, that, when a poor 
Irish papist was condemned to death for mur- 
der, at Northampton, upon very questionable 
evidence ; after some strict examination of his 
case, he became convinced of his innocence, 
and exerted himself to save his life; but his 
exertions were in vain, the man was executed. 
"What made the case more affecting to me, 
(says the Doctor,) was, that nothing could be 
more tender than his expressions of gratitude, and 
nothing more cheerful than his hope of deliver- 
ance had been. Among other things, I remem- 
ber he said, * Every drop of my blood thanks 
you, for you have had compassion upon every 
drop of it.' He wished he might, before he 
died, have leave to kneel at the threshold of 
my door to pray for me and mine ; which mdeed 
he did, on his knees, in the most earnest man- 
ner, as he was taking out to be executed. 
*You,' saitlihe, *are my redeemer in one sense, 
(a poor impotent redeemer!) and you have a 
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right to me. If I live, I am your property, aud 
1 will be a faithful subject.' " 

The Doctor's reflections on this event are the 
application I wUh to make of it to you. "May 
I not learn from it gratitude to him who hath 
redeemed and delivered me? In which, alas! 
how far short do I fall of this poor creature ! 
How eagerly did he receive the news of a re- 
prieve for a few days! How tenderly did he 
express his gratitude; that he should be mine; 
that I might do what I pleased with him; that 
1 had bought him; spoke of the delight with 
which he should see and serve me; that he 
would come once a year from one end of the 
kingdom to the other to thank me; and should 
be glad never to go out of my sight! O why 
do not our hearts overflow with such senti- 
ments OQ an occasion infinitely greater! We 
were all dead men. Execution would soon have 
been done upon us : but Christ has redeemed 
us to God by his blood. We are not merely 
reprieved, but pardoned; not merely pardoned, 
but adopted; made heirs of eternal glory, and 
near the borders of it. In consequence of all 
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this we are not our own, btit bought with a 
price. May we glorify God in our bodies and 
spirits, which are his!" 

Yes, my beloved, acquaintance with God's 
love in Christ to your soul, will put a pleasing 
restraint upon your lusts and passions, your 
tempers and irregular habits* You will not 
dare to sin, because Grod, your Grod, k with 
you. Consciously beneath his eye, you cannot 
waste his time nor squander his property. Your 
habits will be those of a Christian, whose fru- 
gality, temperance, honesty, holiness, will not 
require a microscope to observe them. And does 
not good come to the man who imbibes such 
principles as these? 

Acquaintance with God will determine the 
choice of our acquaintance. 

How many have been ruined by wicked com- 
panions! What dreadful evils have entered 
families by the sad example of some bad asso- 
ciate! But this blessed acquaintance will give 
you a distaste for all society but that of those 
who resemble him with whom you live. In the 
saints, the excellent of the earth, will be all 
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your delight; the people who are travelling the 
same road, talk the same language, possess the 
same feelings, hopes, and desires, and expect 
to live with you in the kingdom of your Father 
for ever. Such society will bring good with 
them whenever they visit you; to further your 
peace and salvation, and help you on your way 
to heaven, will be the object of their ambition. 
With this view will you choose your servants, 
the tutors for your children, your partners in 
life, that you may be all of one mind in a 
house. And what good will not result from 
this? Your children will be preserved from 
unscriptural examples; your servants will yield 
to religious discipline ; your own mind will 
be kept from the errors and follies of the 
multitude; and all will walk together in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost. Who can contemplate a family 
so modelled, a family diligent in business, fer- 
vent in spirit, seiTing the Lord; in their visits, 
in their dress, in their conversation, in their 
companions, having but one end in view, to 
serve and glorify the God of salvation, and 
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making haste to heaven; without exclaiming, 
" Jehovah Shammah," the Lord is there. What 
temporal happiness must be in such a house ! 
It bears a near resemblance to the society of 
the redeemed above. Would you have such a 
family? Acquaint yourself with God, and be 
at peace ; and this good shall come unto you. 

Finally, Acquaintance with Grod will silence 
your enemies. 

For "when a man's ways please the Lord, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him." You will be very dear to Jehovah's heart, 
so that he who toucheth you will touch the 
apple of his eye. The shafts of the wicked shall 
not strike you, without first striking him. It 
is easy for him to restrain the cruel passions of 
your enemies, and this he will do if you love 
and serve hun. "Thou shalt keep them secretly 
in a pavilion from the strife of tongues." Ba- 
bylon was always an enemy to Sion, but never 
injured her until she had offended her Grod ; 
and then it was only necessary to loosen the 
cords by which he had restrained her. But no 
enemy was ever potent enough to hurt Sion, 
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while she maintained her acquaintance with 
God. Nor shall any one be suffered fully to 
overthrow your temporal happiness, though they 
may interrupt it, if you live to him and with 
him. For " who is he that will harm you, if ye 
be followers of that which is good?" But if 
any are permitted to distress you, and ye suffer 
for righteousness' sake, happy are ye : be not 
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled ; for 
he shall deliver thee in six troubles, yea, in 
seven there shall no evil touch thee. Thou 
shalt be hid from the scourge of tongues; thou 
shalt be in league with the stones of the field, 
and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with 
thee. And thou shalt know that thy taber- 
nacle shall be in peace, and thou ahalt visit thy 
habitation, and shalt not sin. Thou ahalt come 
to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 
com Cometh in in his season. Lo this, we have 
searched it, and so it is ; hear it, and know thou 
it for thy good." 
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By acquaintance with God, 

2. Spiritual good shall come unto 

THEE, 

If you are acquainted with him, you are 
already blessed ; you have everlasting life. It 
is not a thing of which you^ are to be put in 
possession when you die ; you have it, as the 
pledge of your peace with God, and as the con- 
sequence of faith in his Son. The kingdom of 
God is already within you ; you have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, the blessed tokens of an 
abundant and enduring harvest. You are now 
in union with Christ, a member of a body of 
which he is the head. You are now in the way 
to glory, and whether the journey be long or 
short, you have the blessed assurance that you 
shall come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy. Now, beloved, consider what blessed foun- 
tains there are, to send holy streams of spi- 
ritual and heavenly good into your mind, what 
a reservoir of spiritual knowledge, comfort, de- 
light, joy, and peace. Who can be thus blessed, 
and not be the better for it? What can con- 
stitiite bliss on earth, if these do not ? 



i 
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One branch of spiritual good to be derived 
from acquaintance with God is, that ymt will 
delight yourself in theLord: and O what bless- 
edness is this to choose him as the supreme ob- 
ject of affection ; to give him the throne of our 
hearts, and allow no rival; to obey his reason- 
able command, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thine heart, and with al! thy 
mind, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength ;" to be so engrossed with his substan- 
tial fulness, that nothing in the creature ap- 
pears worthy to be enjoyed in comparison with 
himself; to suffer the men of the world, who 
have their portion in this life, to take, uncnvied, 
the increase of corn, and wine, and oil, and to 
ask no other boon but this, " Lord, lift thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon me;" to for- 
sake all for him, because we find all in him ; 
to have a sanctified mind, which, when he calls, 
" Seek ye my face," shall cheerfully respond, 
"Thy face, Lord, will I seek;" to deny one's 
self wholly, having the heart so engaged with 
him, that this idol is cast out, and our wills re- 
solved into his, to be at rest and []uiet In his 
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vour, which is better than life, finding our 
eaven in the contemplation of his love, and 
>ur happiness in his presence alone ? Is not 
Jiis a benefit ? 

Another branch of this spiritual good is, to 
walk with God; to make him our best com* 
panion ; to take him on all occasions as our 
guide ; to submit to no lord but himself, and 
to obey no laws but his ; to yield oursehres unto 
God, €8 those that are alive from the dead; to 
be upright, having our eyes turned heavenward, 
no longer to grovel on the earth in search of 
joy, but, with our arm of faith leaning on his 
everlasting arm, to walk with him in the path 
of regeneration : to look for the blessed hope 
which is laid up for us in heaven, whereof we 
have heard before in the word of the truth of 
the gospel ; to live momentarily under his eye, 
as if he were walking by our side ; to feel all 
the confidence of a child in a fathers society, 
" because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved ;" to be going forward, moving on- 
wards to the habitation of his holiness, who 
" will confirm us unto the end, that we may 
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be blameless in the day of our Lord Jeaus 

And you sball also hare the spiritual advan- 
Xa^e of dicelling with God. "The upright shall 
dwell in thy presence." This is to be no longer 
a stranger or a foreigner, but chosen to be one 
of his household ; translated out of the king- 
dom of darkness, into the kingdom of God, 
which is righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy GhosL It is to be a child of his 
family, in whom his own Spirit of adoption 
dwells, caUing him Abba, Father; living under 
his paternal order and discipline ; educated by 
the Lord himself, to be a king, and a priest, 
unto him for ever; receiving his loving, tender 
chastisements ; sitting at his bountiful board, 
and satisfying himself with the plentiful pro- 
visions of his boundless benevolence ; heir to 
all his Father's property, to the fuluess of God ; 
a joint-heir witli Christ ; clothed in the robe 
of righteousness, and the garment of salvation, 
and ornamented with the graces of his Spirit ; 
comely through the comeliness which his Father 
put upon him; lodging all his cares iu his 
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bosom, his property and concerns in his hands ; 
and finding this blessed consolation amidst the 
changes of this transitory scene, "Nevertheless, 
I am continually with thee ; thou hast holden 
me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to 
glory.** 

But there is one spiritual benefit gained 
by acqusdntance with God, which must be 
pressed on your attention. It is tlus: likeness 
to your heavenly Father, You were renewed 
in the image of him that created you, in the 
day of regeneration; and that likeness does not 
wear ofi* by age, as likeness to parents some- 
times does; but as you continue and increase 
in the knowledge of him, you will be more and 
more like him. We naturally contract the 
habits of the friends with whom we associate. 
We inadvertently, or, if we think them worthy 
of imitation, intentionally, think, speak, and 
act like them. So the council observed in the 
apostles a similarity to their Lord, whom they 
had not long before crucified; " they took know- 
ledge of them that they had been with Jesus." 



iTii ooD. 173 

And your profiting will appear unto all by this 
friendaliip. Men will see his goodness, his 
mercj, his love, his compassion, his holiness, 
reflected by yon, and acknowledge that God is 
in you of a truth. All that see you shall con- 
fess that you are the seed which the Lord hath 
blessed. Ani) when all that is earthly passes 
from you, in the article of death you will prove 
the worth of the spiritual good which this hea- 
venly acquaintance has brought you. Then to 
becalm and peaceful; to be anticipating glory; 
to be like a child leaving school for his father's 
house; to be saying with joy, " I shall behold 
thy face in righteousness: the time of my de- 
parture is at hand: I have a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ, which is far better: for 
me to die ia gain: O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law: 
but thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jesus Christ :" this, this, 
ia a good indeed ; compared with which, at that 
hour, the wealth of worlds is poverty. 



J 
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By acquaintance with God, 

Eternal good shall come unto thee. 

From one heaven you shall go to another, 
a better, a brighter, a purer; the perfection 
of that in which you have lived on earth. 
Here, your highest bliss was to love and 
serve your Lord; and there, tlie one shall 
be perfected, and the other uninterrupted. 
Lodged in the ark, you shall ride out safely 
every storm of life; and when the rain ceases 
to fall, and the winds to roar, this ark shall 
safely convey you to the haven of rest, where 
you shall ascend to the hill of Zion, the moun- 
tain of the Lord's house, the celestial heights of 
that wealthy place. You shall then have done 
with this mortal life. The silver cord, which 
fastened the soul to its earthly cage, shall be 
cut, and wings given to it, to fly away and be 
at rest. You shall have done with mortal 
cares. You shall put off the armour which im- 
peded your progress, as a traveller takes off his 
heavy garments when he finishes his journey. 
No more domestic trouble; no more anxiety 
about the temporal or spiritual interests of your 
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family; no more cares for the church ; no more 
tears for the ungodly; they shall fly away to a 
more congenial climate. You shall be interested 
in all that concerns the kingdom of Christ 
on earth, but without vexatious care. You 
shall have done with mortal sins. Your 
inbred adversary, which has interrupted every 
duty and marred every pleasure; which has 
caused clouds of sorrow to gather in your heart, 
and drop like rain from your eyes; which has 
occasioned your heavenly Father's desertion, 
and your own unfruitfulness; shall be not only 
subdued, but destroyed. Standing upon the 
banks of the heavenly Canaan, you shall sing 
the song of Moses anew, over sin and all his 
associates: the enemies which I have seen this 
day, and which have followed me all my life, I 
shall see them no more forever. "Hallelujah I 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! The Lord God omni- 
potent reigneth," 

Then what unutterable joy, and love, and 
wonder, shall fill your redeemed, purified, and 
exalted spirit, to find yourself in heaven, that 
country which you sought, and which God had 
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promned yoa: wbeayoa hear the ten thoosand 
times ten thoonnd, and thousands of ^lOQsaiidsy 
poaring forth their hosannas in celestial har- 
mony, to welcome yon home to the glorious 
mansions, and kindling fresh ardonr as they rise 
to the soorce of your blessedness: ^ Blessing, 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgivings and 
honour, and power, and might, be unto our God 
for ever and ever. Amen.'' While some, 
who knew you not on earth, shall pause a 
moment to inquire, Who is this that b ar- 
rayed in white robes? and whence came he? 
Your father, and mother, and brethren, and 
sisters, and children, and fellow pilgrims, shall 
say, This is he who came out of great tribu- 
lation, and has washed }m robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. And all 
shall unite again in rapturous chorus, '^ Therefore 
shall he be before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in his temple; and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell with him. He 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall the sun light on him, nor any heat; 
for the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
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shall feed him, and shall lead him to living 
fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away 
ail tears from his eyes. But how must 



1, before the heaveolj gait 



For he mnst Mj for erer. 

O to hear that voice speaking ineffable peace 
and consolation to your soul ; to see him as he 
is, whose glory infinitely surpasses all objects 
of nature and of art; to see those dear hands, 
and feet, and head, whose wounds in suffering 
for you will be more brilliant and beautiful in 
your eye than the topaz of Ethiopia; yea, to 
have his glory revealed in you; to be perfectly 
like him, and to reign with him; what a heaven 
will this be! Then your unbounded desires, 
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which the whole creation could not limit, sl^H 
be satisfied with the full fruition of immortal 
love. You shall be refreshed with the emana- 
tions of uncreated life and joy, and drink at 
the fountain-head of pleasure. You shall mingle 
with society the most pure, perfect, and lovely, 
whose glory is only surpassed by him that sit- 
teth upon the throne; with kindred dpirits, in 
everlasting harmony. Your employment shall 
combine all the excellencies of ease, delight, and 
perpetuity. You will have nothing to do but 
to worship, and ability to worship for ever. 

O yes ! that sweet word for ever, shall be 
attached to every thing in glory. You shall 
eat <rf the tree of life; drink of the water of 
life; wear the crown of life; you shall be made 
a pillar in the temple of God, and there shs^ 
be no more going out 

But why do I presume to speak any more of 
the good that shall come unto you by acquaint- 
ance with God? Beloved, you must die to 
know it all. The half has not been told you. 
Till we can speak in the language of glory, the 
rest must remain untold. 
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But be it more than we can conceive, or haii 
ever been revealed, it shall come unto you, if 
you acquaint yourself with God, Neither men 
nor devils shall be able to prevent it. " I give 
unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father which gave them me is 
greater than all, and none is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand." O blessed Jesus ! 
dost thou hold me? Does thy pierced hand 
grasp my weak arm ? Does the Almighty Grod 
guard me to the heavenly paradise? Then I 
defy the combined powers of earth and hell : for 
" I know in whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed to him, against that day.'' 



THE END. 
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